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Diving into Delta

Wil H. Jacks

Simeon Wright examines the 1956 Look magazine story in which Roy Bryant and JL.W. Milam confessed in detail to abduct-
ing and murdering Emmett Till in 1955.

Weeklong course immerses
teachers in area’s history, culture

THE RT. REV. DUNCAN MONTGOMERY GRAY JR.:

1926-2016

Ex-bishop
champion of
civil rights

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
Staff Writer

The Rt. Rev. Duncan Mont-
gomery Gray «Jr, 89, retired
bishop of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Mis-
sissippi, died
on Friday at
his home in
Jackson fol-
lowing a
brief illness.

leader in the
civil rights
movement in  Mississippi,
Gray was the son of an Eps-
copal bishop and the grandfa-
ther of Greenwood Church of
the Nativity’s current pastor,
the Rev. Peter Gray.

Visitation will be held from
5 to 7 pm. Monday at St.
Andrew’s Cathedral in Jack-
son, and another visitation
will be held from noon to 2
pan. Tuesday. The fiuneral will
follow at 2 pm, also at St.
Andrew’s, and burial willbe in
Canton.

Gray

Duncan Montgomery Gray
Jr. was born in Canton on
Sept. 21, 1926 and attended
Greenwood High School for
three years before praduating
in 1944 from Jacksons Cen-
tral High School. He served in
the Navy and afterward stud-
ied at Tulane. He married
Ruth Spivey of Canton in
1948, the same year he
received his bachelors degree.

He received a Bachelor of
Divinity  degree from
Sewanee: The University of
the South in 1953, followed by
a long career in the church in
Mississippi. In 1972 he was
awarded an Honorary Doctor
of Divinity from Sewanee.

Gray was the seventh bish-
op of Mississippi, serving from
1974 to 1993. His father, the
Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray Sr, had
been the fifth bishop, and one
of his sons, the Rt. Rev. Dun-
can Gray LI, was the ninth.

“My grandfather would
have said, and it's true, that
hejust continually found him-

See GRAY, Page 7A




Weeklong course immerses
teachers in area’s history, culture

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
Staff Writer

On a rain-washed -July day
in the Mississippi Delta, a
large bus filled with school
teachers from across America
criss-crossed the fertile allu-
vian plain from Cleveland to
Mound Bayou to Sumner.

Tha::e teachers comprised
the second
class  this
summer of
Delta State
University's
weeklong
immersion
course into
all  things
Delta, part of
the National
Endowment for the Arts
Summer Programs in the
Humanities for School and
College Educators.

The purpose 15 to leamn
about the blues, race rela
tions in the South, the awvil
rights movement in Missis-
sippi, food, art and Delta cul-
ture, all in one hig, rich
gumbo of learning.

Ann Bienvenue of Lowell

Till

This church provides an idyllic backdrop to the site where J.W. Milam's home once stood
near the Emmett Till Museum in Glendora.

High School in the historic
American industrial town of
Lowell, Massachusetts,
arrived last Sunday and said
she has loved every minute.
Dressed in orange from
head to toe, Bienvenue said
she plans to take what she
learned at this seminar, “The
Most  Southern Plaa,e on
Earth,” and comhine it into a
course she already teaches on
the role of American rivers in

industrial, commercdal and
cultural history.

“Lowell, of course, is on the
Merrimack River, and 1 took
another NEH course on the
Hudson,” she said. “Now 1
can add the Mississippi River
and the Delta to the course,
based on what ['ve learned
here this weelk”

Each summer, the NEH
offers tutionfree workshops
like this one at Delta State

through their Landmarks in
American History and Cul-
ture program, giving teachers
the opportunity to study a
wide variety of humanitarian
topics. Generous stipends
help cover expenses for the
one- to five-week programs at
leaming institutions across
America.

Delta State saw one group

See DELTA, Page 7A
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where Rov Bryvant and JW.
Milam, the men accused of
murdering Til, were found not
guilty by an allwhite, all-male
jury in just 67 minutes of delib-
erafion
Less than a year later
and Milam admitted
their crime to Look: n
a detailed expose of the munder
They were never canvicted and
now are both deceased.

ers were ket go here, n the Tal-
Step one n recnciBation is to
tell the truth, o prevent this
from happening again™
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Four people sat at the fiont off
the ourtroom, two blad: and

in 2004. Retired FBI agent

experi- I.em.ﬂi:e a native of Sumner,

Ki[ingermthathﬂ-

and to Tl capture in the mid-
de of the night, were asked
what really happened Rumors

misinfrmation

250 ”hesa'd,'%:ﬁ
different are

aaid, she doesnt know what o
sy o young blade men about
the curmont state of race rela

Wl H. Jacks

From left Stephanie Wheeler Parker, Dale Kilinger, Simeon Wright and Lent Rice lead a panel discussion of the Till murder and
the 2004 reopoening of the investigation by the FBL

thons in the (TS

“Ihallymmﬁpqﬂe‘lﬁgm
"'ﬂ::ﬂ'e hamm-cmwlt
on. Pretty son youre gonna
run the world™

Wright chimed in,. “Ask
them: If you had been there,
would you have

Point out to (your students)
how that’s different now”

ha\emndm&ln:tm

said.  try ke the Delta.
"It’ss.nhamyrinm.lpm.d’
American culture” she said.
“Ands:ﬂnanm:pa‘lml,lnnd'
Ihenmmn
pl.m.s o

enqﬂ:aamm her mak
to young
sudents that “they are not that
much ywunger than Emmett
Tl was when he died” Impal
sive class downs, she said,
ight take to heart the lesson
sinnocent act, an atternpt
mﬁ:h&gﬁ that turned into

Borard said her irmmersion
mmmem;ahatlbemme}q}
for a Jowish

who fund all the food and

a aulture where Chretian rebi-

ter of the events of the night
Emmett Till was murdered.
“Five  African-Americans
were made acomplices under
Jim Crow” Colling said “all
Glendora™

Boy from

Collins said his father admit-
ted that he tied the oiton gin

fan to Till and hisbody
into the water of Bayou,
not the main body of the Talla-
hatchie River as histo-

ry has taught. He has told this
story many times, and this
time, didr't finch at the hard
mnhheumr.ellmg

“This site is holy ground.” he
said. “On this site, they beat. the

child, on this site they bumed  event.

his dothes after bringing him
here fram

Collins said the mussum he
and the diisns of Glendora
have erected gands o teach
mem:gjeofenﬂngh!smﬂ,
as written in
brochure, “The I:rh\}
mHnma.n

Students loaded onto the bus
again for the daysfinal destina-
tins: the Bryant Stcm on
Money Road, just
Greenwood, and Zm
Chureh and the Robert John-
justali-

Pre loarned this week iswhat it
means tobe an American”

B Contaet Keghryn Engtbum
at S81-7235 or leasbum
@guocnrruman et fueom.



