
Dawn Boyd: The Most Southern Place on Earth 
Lesson example 

Unlikely - Unintentional Heroes: How Heroes are Made 

This lesson is a small portion of a larger thematic unit. Students will read The Outsiders as 
the anchor text for this unit.  This novel will be paired with non-fiction texts, poetry, and 
short stories. 

Before reading the novel the students will: 
1) Define the term “hero.” 
2) Working in pairs, students will write a list of character traits that are necessary for 

someone to be considered a hero (real life or in literature). These should include 
physical, mental, social, and moral characteristics.  

3) Each pair will use their device to complete a poll using Poll Everywhere to make a list 
of their top five character traits.  Their answers will create a word cloud.  The cloud 
for each class period will be saved to be revisited at a later date. 

4) Each pair will then share their ideas with the class while the word cloud is displayed. 
5) Students will discuss why these traits make a character/person heroic? 
6) Students will answer the following prompt as a quick write:  Does a person/character 

have to be a “good person” to be a hero?  Why or why not?  Explain your answer and 
use an example for real life or literature as evidence. 

The Most Southern Place on Earth related lesson: 

• Students will read “Remembering Emmett Till.”  https://civilrightstrail.com/experience/
sumner/ 

• Students will watch the Reverend Wheeler Parker’s recollection of the events 
surrounding Emmett Till’s abduction. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CprZojLFF2o 

• After reviewing the above resources, students will work in groups of four to research Emmett 
Till’s story further.  In addition, the events surrounding the kidnapping, students will use their 
resources to determine who, if anyone, related to this event would be considered a hero. This can 
include parties involved after during or after the abduction or trial.  The group will work together 
to form an answer to the following question.   

• Emmett Till has been called a hero of the Civil Rights Movement. Was Emmett Till a hero based 
on the previous discussion?  Would anyone related to this story really be considered a hero?  
Justify your answer with research-based evidence. 

• The word cloud of character traits will be displayed as a reminder of the prior discussion. 

• Students will script their answer to the above question and their record a video of their answer 
using Flipgrid.  After each group as recorded their answer, students will work individually to 
review other groups answers and record responses.  Each student will be required to response, 
using accountable talk, to at least three group answers. 
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• Final / Exit Activity:  5-minute quick write.  What makes a person a hero?  Can a person be a 
hero without actually doing anything heroic?  Explain your thinking.


