
Everybody Dreaming
This activity is based on the book Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson.  While 
I hope you like these few pages and want to read the book later, that’s not the goal of 
this activity.  

We want to start thinking historically.  Not just about people that lived hundreds of 
years ago but also about how things in the recent past can impact our lives today.  
Once we see that we are connected to history, we see that we are connected to the 
world around us and also connected to changing the future.  

Step 1 – Close Reading 
- Read and listen to these pages.  We will read them three times.  

o One – just read and listen, no pens, pencils, or highlighters out.  
o Two – read and listen with your highlighter.  Highlight any names, 

numbers, or specific details.  
o Three – read and listen and add your own notes.  Add question marks to 

thinks you don’t understand.  Stars if it seems important.  And most 
importantly add notes to things you already know and make those 
connections in your brain.  

Step 2 – Think, Pair, Share
- Since you have your own thoughts and questions about this reading, turn to a 

neighbor and talk to them and see if you have the same questions, different 
ones, or have no ideas together.  

- After working with your neighbor for a bit, we will come back together as a 
class and see what we all have the same or different.  

Step 3 – What’s making history now?
- What are one to three news stories of the past year that stick out to you? 

- What other cultural things have impacted you in the past year that you 
remember? Music, dances, movies, videos, etc.  

- Make connections between these things and your life.  Fill in the questions 

below.  

- The news story about ________________________________ impacts me 

because 



____________________________________________________________________

. 

- I’m worried/excited/loving/hating _______________________________ 

because 

____________________________________________________________________

_.  

Step 4 – You first few days on earth
- Just like Jacqueline Woodson, a lot of things happened the year you were born.  

Spend some time doing research on this.  Try to fill out all the categories 
below.  

- Leaders (national and state) 
- News Headlines 

- Popular Songs 

- What were people wearing? 

- Movies or TV shows  

- New Technology 

- Celebrities (athletes, actors, singers, etc) 

- Trends 

- Slang 



Step 5 – Re-read the excerpt
- After you read the excerpt again, answer the following questions 
- What type of events did Mrs. Woodson bring up about 1963? 

- Did she mention anything before or after the specific date she was born? 

- Why would she do this? 

- How could something that happened the year before or a few years after 
impact her?  

Step 6 – More research
- Just like Mrs. Woodson, add some more details about things that happened a 

few years before or a few years after you were born that  
- Add your extra research below.  Find at least five things.  

Step 7 – Brainstorm and Organize
- Look at all the things you’ve research in the last two pages.  Pick FIVE things 

and write 1-2 sentences about what they are and how that thing impacted your 
life.  Doesn’t just have to be news, culture is a big deal too.  
1.

2.

3.



4.

5.

- Re-read the five things you picked.  Maybe have a friend read them if you trust 
that friend.  Pick the three most impactful and best to you.  Circle the number.  
Do extra research on the historical event if you need to.  

- Look back to the excerpt.  Mrs. Woodson gives a few extra details on the 
Freedom Singers by quoting a song.  She also describes what James Baldwin 
does.  If you need these types of details do the research.  

Step 8 – Writing
- Just like Mrs. Woodson you are going to write about your life and how things 

have impacted how you live. Follow the instructions below if writing is stressful 
to you.  EACH PARAGRAPH IS FIVE SENTENCES.  If you love writing and want to 
do more, then do it and go with the writing flow.  

o Paragraph 1 – Introduce yourself, explain cultural things today that 
impact how you live, and tell the reader about your likes, dislikes, and 
life.  

o Paragraph 2 – Pick one of the things from step 7.  Turn this into a full 
paragraph.  Add details about the historical thing.  Add explanations on 
how it has impacted you today.   

o Paragraph 3 – Pick one of the things from step 7.  Turn this into a full 
paragraph.  Add details about the historical thing.  Add explanations on 
how it has impacted you today.   

o Paragraph 4 – Pick one of the things from step 7.  Turn this into a full 
paragraph.  Add details about the historical thing.  Add explanations on 
how it has impacted you today.   

o Paragraph 5 – Conclude this by telling me what you hope for in the 
future.  What do you want to do, what type of person do you want to be, 
how do you want to change your community, the world, and history? 
Since you have been changed by world events, how will you change the 
future?  

- Note: THIS DOES NOT HAVE TO BE PERFECT! Do your best on grammar, spelling, 
etc.  Work on putting your thoughts on paper in a logical way.  I care more 
about what you have to say than saying it perfectly.  We can always work on 
changing things and improving them but you have to start with something on 
the paper.  

DUE NEXT CLASS!!!  


