
 
The Great Mississippi 

Flood of 1927 
A Final Project for 6th Grade Math 

 
 
Summary: This project assumes students have some background knowledge about the Great Mississippi 
Flood of 1927 and focuses on analyzing and comparing the magnitude of it.  Students will incorporate their 
knowledge of rational numbers, ratios and rates, and area in a cumulative project for the year.  Students will 
create a timeline in which the flood marks “0” and all events before the flood are negative numbers and all the 
events after the flood are positive numbers.  Then, they will find the average rate of flow for the river over time 
and use that to create a comparison to the size of Massachusetts.  They will do this by constructing a shape 
that has the same area as the flood and overlaying a scale copy on a map of the Northeast. 
 
Standards: 

● Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. → 6.RP.A.2, 6.RP.A.3 
 

● Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers. → 6.NS.C.5, 
6.NS.C.6, 6.NS.C.8 
 

● Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume. → 6.GA.1 



Name: ____________________________________ 

Date: ____________ 

 
 

How Big Was the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927? 
 

Goal: Your goal is demonstrate your sixth grade knowledge of rational numbers, ratios and rates, and area of 
polygons. 
 
Role: You are a meteorologist (a weather forecaster) for this assignment. 
 
Audience: Your target audience is the viewers of the local nightly news segment. 
 
Situation:  You need to create a news segment with a visual display for the nightly news that compares the 
size of the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 to Massachusetts. 
 
Product: For your final assignment, you will turn in your news segment script and visual display. 
 
Standards: You will be graded by the following criteria for success: 
 
 

Standard Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 

1. Calculate the average rate of flow for the flood  
 

 

2. Create a timeline of events before and after the flood  
 

 

3. Create a scaled polygon with equal area of the 
flooded land on a map of the Northeast. (visual display) 

  

4. Create a dialogue for a news segment describing 
your findings. 

  

 
In order to successfully complete this assignment, you must achieve satisfactory on all standards. 
 
Resources: 

Article: https://64parishes.org/entry/great-flood-of-1927 
List of Events: https://www.weather.gov/lix/ms_flood_history  

https://64parishes.org/entry/great-flood-of-1927
https://www.weather.gov/lix/ms_flood_history


Part 1: Rate of Flow 
First, you must calculate the rate of flow using the following information.  You can use measurements in square 
miles or acres.  Show all work and write a solution statement for your final answer. 
 
 

Show Work 

 

Solution Statement 

 
 
Part 2: Timeline 
Using graph paper, poster paper, or ticker tape, make an informative timeline of the Great Mississippi Flood of 
1927.  You will identify the date of the start of the flood as “0” on the timeline.  You must include at least 5 
events leading up to the flood and at least 5 events following it (a total of 10 events). 
 
Remember to make your timeline accurate and precise.  This will mean using a ruler!  



Part 3: Comparative Map 
First, choose a polygon you would like to overlay on the map to represent the area covered by the flood.  Then, 
using the map scale, draw the polygon to scale over Massachusetts (and other states in the Northeast if 
needed).  You must show your work for all steps! 
 

Calculating Measurements for Polygon 

 
 
Paty 4: Dialogue 
On a lined piece of paper, write a dialogue for the news segment you would run to explain the map visual you 
created.  Be sure your dialogue includes: 

❏ An explanation of the average rate of flow for the flood 
❏ A short description of 2 events before and 2 events after the flood 
❏ An explanation of how you created your map 
❏ A description of what the map shows us 
❏ An answer to the question “How big was the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927?”  



 


