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The Mississippi Delta is simultaneously 
a unique place and a place that has 
influenced the American story like no 

other. This paradox is summed up in two simple 
statements. Historian James Cobb has described 
the Delta as “The most Southern place on 
earth.” At the same time, the National Park 
Service has said, “Much of  what is profoundly 
American - what people love about America - 
has come from the delta, which is often called 
‘the cradle of  American culture.”

This is the Mississippi Delta: a place of  
paradox and contrast, a place described by Will 
Campbell as being “of  mean poverty and garish 
opulence.” A place that has produced great 
authors yet continues to suffer from illiteracy. 
A place 
that has 
produced 
great 
wealth for 
a few but 
persistent 
poverty 
for many. 
A place of  
privilege for some and disadvantage for others. 
A place that has produced powerful political 
leaders, both for and against segregation. A 
place in which apartheid has been replaced by 
empowerment. A place of  unquestioned artistic 
creativity that has given the world both the Blues 
and rock ‘n’ roll, and is also home to Charley 
Pride, Conway Twitty, Bobby Gentry, Sam 
Cooke, Mose Allison and B. B. King. This is the 
Mississippi Delta, a microcosm of  America, The 
most American place on earth.

The Delta has played an enormous and 
much undervalued role in the American story. 
It has given the world much in terms of  music, 
literature, journalism, political action, foodways, 
and even sports heroes. It is the ancestral 
home of  many Americans who today live in 
metropolitan areas like Detroit or Chicago or 
Oakland. It has played an important role in 
changing America’s attitude towards human and 
civil rights. At the same time, many Americans 
do not really know where the Mississippi Delta 
is, and places far from the Delta now claim 
its rightful title to being the “birthplace of  
the Blues.” The National Endowment for the 
Humanities has made it possible for you to 
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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR Dear Colleague,

“This is the 
Mississippi Delta: 
a place of paradox 
and contrast...”
-Dr. Luther Brown



explore the Mississippi Delta. You 
will learn the stories that have given 
this place such a unique flavor, a 
mystique unlike any other place 
in America. You will learn about 
Charley Patton, the Father of  the 
Delta Blues, and Robert Johnson, 
who may or may not have sold his 
soul to the devil in return for guitar 
virtuosity. You will learn about 
Senator James O. Eastland, powerful 
advocate for segregation, and Mrs. 
Fannie Lou Hamer, sharecropper 
and equally powerful advocate for 
integration, who lived five miles from 
each other in totally different and 
separate worlds that were entirely 
co-dependent on one another. 
You will learn the tragic story of  
fourteen year old Emmett Till, and 
how his lynching sparked the civil 
rights movement. You will learn the 
stories of  Mound Bayou, founded by 
former slaves as an all-black enclave, 
and called by President Teddy 
Roosevelt “The Jewel of  the Delta.” 
You will learn how the Mississippi 
River created the Delta and how the 
great flood of  1927 destroyed it. 
You will learn about how waves of  
Russian Jews, French and Germans, 
Lebanese, Italians and Chinese 
immigrated to the Delta. You will 
learn about the clearing of  the 
wilderness, the arrival of  railroads, 
cotton, plantations, sharecropping, 
small towns, the Blues and Gospel, 
and the Great Migration to the 
North, East and West.

Most importantly, you will learn 
about sense of  place as you study 

the place itself  as a text. We will 
learn history where it happened as 
we move across the Delta, stopping 
at sites that tell stories. We will read 
what has been called “the invisible 
landscape,” the hidden landscape 
of  stories from the past, as we 
learn about events that transpired 
in particular places and how they 
changed America.

While doing these things, you 
will also have the opportunity to 
taste Delta foods, from fried catfish 
and okra and barbecue to fried dill 
pickles and maybe even Kool-Aid 
pickles if  you are bold enough. And 
of  course you will listen to the music 
of  the Delta, the Blues of  Muddy 
Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Son House, 
Charley Patton, and Willie Brown, 
and also the music of  Ike Turner, 
Eric Clapton and Led Zeppelin, 
among others.

You will also learn from the 
Delta’s landscape, the vast sweep of  
flat, fertile ground that continues 
today to produce an agricultural 
bounty, formerly based on cotton, 
and now based on corn, soybeans 
and rice.

You will also have the opportunity 
to visit some of  our nation’s great 
museums, including the National 
Civil Rights Museum, the Stax 
Museum of  American Soul Music, 
and the brand new B.B. King 
Museum and Delta Interpretive 
Center.

Finally, you will work with your 
colleagues to discover how other 
places, including your own, can be 

read as texts, and how you can return 
to your own place to teach others 
how to read their place as text.

By the end of  the workshop, you 
will understand how the Mississippi 
Delta can be both “the most 
Southern place on earth,” and “the 
cradle of  American culture.” If  you 
are like most people, you will return 
home with stories that you will tell 
your classes for the rest of  your life. 
And you will gain new respect for 
the power and the poetics of  place.

Let me end with some 
information about the Delta Center 
and workshops. We were funded 
through the NEH Landmarks 
program in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 
2013, and you will find portfolios 
for all of  these workshops at links 
below this message. You can also see 
the outline of  our workshop on the 
music and musicians of  Mississippi, 
and the syllabus for a class we offer 
Delta teachers. The Music workshop 
was funded by NEH through the 
Mississippi Humanities Council. We 
have also presented two versions of  
what we call “The Three R’s of  the 
Mississippi Delta: Roads, Rivers and 
Railways,” with support from the 
National Geographic Society and the 
Mississippi Geography Alliance, and 
we often present short workshops 
for local teachers on various subjects.

Sincerely,
Luther Brown 
Director of  the Delta Center for 
Culture and Learning at Delta State 
University
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
June 17, 2013 June 18, 2013 June 19, 2013 June 20, 2013 June 21, 2013

 Discussion 
led by Reggie 

Barnes, former 
Superintendent, 

West Tallahatchie 
County Schools Guest Scholar: 

Religious and 
Cultural History of 
the Delta: Charles 

Reagan Wilson

Registration

Flood of 1927 Museum

Bus

Bus

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner
Bus home

Introduction to 
the workshop and 

overview of the 
weekend and role of 

Staff

 Dockery, The 
Crossroads, and 

Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
Gravesite, with Dr. 

Edgar Smith

Bus ride to Memphis 
with discussion 

onboard and stop 
at the Clarksdale 

Greyhound Station

 Guest Scholar: 
the origin and 

evolution of the 
blues

 LaLee’s Kin:  the 
Legacy of Cotton

 Tour of Mound 
Bayou 

Levee break site at 
Mounds Landing and 

Great River Road

Catfish Supper at 
Airport Grocery

 The History of the 
Blues with Bill Abel

Open Mic-- Tell us 
about your plans to 
use the knowledge 

you are gaining Po’ Monkey’s 
Lounge- the last 

rural jook house in 
the Delta?

Bus to Greenville

Bus to Indianola

Cotton Museum

National Civil 
Rights Museum

Stax Museum of 
American Soul MusicDiscussion

Peabody Hotel

 Bus Ride home, 
with discussion

Lunch  Lunch 
(Four Way Grill)

Bus
Bus

Discussion of the 
Delta Chinese

Greenville’s Black 
graveyard

Bus to Little Zion 
Church

Panel discussion 
of Till case

Emmett Till Intrepid 
Center and bus home

Bus to important 
sites in the Till 

story

 Charles McLaurin
Discussion of  the 

Delta Jews

Emmett Till and To 
Kill a Mockingbird 
with Henry Outlaw

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

2

8
Sunday

Note
Director’s

Activity 1 2 3 4 5 Average
Reception	  at	  the	  Railroad	  Museum 0 4 5 14 12 3.97
Introduction 0 2 3 15 19 4.31
Discussion	  Session 0 2 3 14 19 4.32
Movie:	  LaLee's	  Kin:	  The	  Legacy	  of	  Cotton 0 0 2 7 30 4.72
Discussion	  led	  by	  Reggie	  Barnes 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Levee	  break	  site/Delta	  and	  Pine	  Land 0 0 1 17 21 4.51
Airport	  Grocery	  (Catfish	  Supper) 0 1 7 20 10 4.03
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Chinese 0 4 4 19 12 4.00
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Jews 0 4 7 10 18 4.08
Greenville's	  black	  graveyard 0 3 4 18 14 4.10
Guest	  Scholar:	  Dr.	  Charles	  Wilson 0 2 12 13 11 3.87
Bill	  Abel,	  History	  of	  the	  Blues 0 2 2 9 26 4.51
Dockery	  Farm	  sand	  the	  Crossroads 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Fannie	  Lou	  Hamer's	  Gravesite 0 0 2 4 33 4.79
B.B.	  King	  Museum 0 0 0 10 29 4.74
Scott	  Barretta 0 8 9 12 9 3.58
Open	  Mic 0 1 16 6 14 3.89
Tour	  of	  Mound	  Bayou 0 2 3 7 27 4.51
Emmett	  Till	  and	  To	  Kill	  a	  Mockingbird	  with	  Henry	  Outlaw 3 4 7 6 19 3.87
Charles	  McLaurin 0 1 3 8 19 4.45
Panel	  discussion	  of	  Till	  case 0 0 0 2 37 4.95
Emmett	  Till	  Intrepid	  Center 0 1 5 16 17 4.26
Po'	  Monkey's	  Lounge 0 0 1 3 34 4.87
Bus	  ride	  to	  Memphis 0 3 4 17 15 4.13
Stax	  Museum 0 0 0 4 35 4.90
Cotton	  Museum 1 2 3 19 14 4.10
National	  Civil	  Rights	  Museum 0 1 1 9 28 4.64
Lobby	  of	  the	  Peabody 0 1 4 16 18 4.31
Bus	  ride	  home 0 1 3 15 20 4.38
Guest	  Scholar	  -‐	  John	  Strait 0 0 4 7 28 4.62
Mojo	  Making 0 0 0 2 37 4.95

PARTICIPANTS
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Catherine Bunker
Ypsilanti, MI

Anne Marie Bailey
Natchez, MS

Melissa Blair
Wilmington, DE

Chris Bottoms
Pilot Mountain, NC

Michael Boyer
Memphis, TN

Mark Brown
Washington, DC

Thelma Bryant
Lexa, AR

Pat Clancy
Drexil Hill, PA

Melanie Cochems
Waunakee, WI

Patricia Cochran
Mathison, MS

Scott Cvelbar
Valpariso, IN

Craig Davis
Monticello, MS

PARTICIPANTS
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Winifred Dick
E. Falmouth, MA

Anna Gilgoff
New Tripoli, PA

Kevin Glynn
Los Angeles, CA

Tamara Grigsby
Jacksonville, FL

Toby Harms
Saint Jacob, IL

Dan Hawthorne
Rensselaer, IN

Marcia Kegel
Springs, CA

Missaha Larabee
Tupelo, MS

Steve Larson
Warsaw, MO

Nancy Lingo
Austin, TX

Tommy Manning
Portland, OR

Dave Marshall
San Francisco, CA

22
Wednesday

26

40

Thursday

Yearbook
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Friday Saturday
June 21, 2013 June 22, 2013

Dinner

Bus ride to Memphis 
with discussion 

onboard and stop 
at the Clarksdale 

Greyhound Station
 Guest Scholar: 

The Delta in 
Diaspora

Cotton Museum

National Civil 
Rights Museum

Stax Museum of 
American Soul Music Discussion

Peabody Hotel

 Bus Ride home, 
with discussion

Lunch Lunch 
(Four Way Grill)

Curriculum/Lesson 
plans due

MAKE YOUR OWN 
MOJO and wrap up

Comparing The Delta to 
your Place -- a facilitated 

discussion. 

6

10

16

Monday

TuesdayItinerary

Activity 1 2 3 4 5 Average
Reception	  at	  the	  Railroad	  Museum 0 4 5 14 12 3.97
Introduction 0 2 3 15 19 4.31
Discussion	  Session 0 2 3 14 19 4.32
Movie:	  LaLee's	  Kin:	  The	  Legacy	  of	  Cotton 0 0 2 7 30 4.72
Discussion	  led	  by	  Reggie	  Barnes 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Levee	  break	  site/Delta	  and	  Pine	  Land 0 0 1 17 21 4.51
Airport	  Grocery	  (Catfish	  Supper) 0 1 7 20 10 4.03
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Chinese 0 4 4 19 12 4.00
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Jews 0 4 7 10 18 4.08
Greenville's	  black	  graveyard 0 3 4 18 14 4.10
Guest	  Scholar:	  Dr.	  Charles	  Wilson 0 2 12 13 11 3.87
Bill	  Abel,	  History	  of	  the	  Blues 0 2 2 9 26 4.51
Dockery	  Farm	  sand	  the	  Crossroads 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Fannie	  Lou	  Hamer's	  Gravesite 0 0 2 4 33 4.79
B.B.	  King	  Museum 0 0 0 10 29 4.74
Scott	  Barretta 0 8 9 12 9 3.58
Open	  Mic 0 1 16 6 14 3.89
Tour	  of	  Mound	  Bayou 0 2 3 7 27 4.51
Emmett	  Till	  and	  To	  Kill	  a	  Mockingbird	  with	  Henry	  Outlaw 3 4 7 6 19 3.87
Charles	  McLaurin 0 1 3 8 19 4.45
Panel	  discussion	  of	  Till	  case 0 0 0 2 37 4.95
Emmett	  Till	  Intrepid	  Center 0 1 5 16 17 4.26
Po'	  Monkey's	  Lounge 0 0 1 3 34 4.87
Bus	  ride	  to	  Memphis 0 3 4 17 15 4.13
Stax	  Museum 0 0 0 4 35 4.90
Cotton	  Museum 1 2 3 19 14 4.10
National	  Civil	  Rights	  Museum 0 1 1 9 28 4.64
Lobby	  of	  the	  Peabody 0 1 4 16 18 4.31
Bus	  ride	  home 0 1 3 15 20 4.38
Guest	  Scholar	  -‐	  John	  Strait 0 0 4 7 28 4.62
Mojo	  Making 0 0 0 2 37 4.95

44

32 36

Evaluations

Friday Saturday

TABLE of
CONTENTS
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ITINERARY
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
Begin

7:30 

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

1:00

1:30

2:00

2:30

3:00

3:30

4:00

4:30

5:00

5:30

6:00

6:30

7:00

7:30

8:00

8:30

9:00

End

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

1:00

1:30

2:00

2:30

3:00

3:30

4:00

4:30

5:00

5:30

6:00

6:30

7:00

7:30

8:00

8:30

9:00

9:30

June 16, 2013 June 17, 2013 June 18, 2013 June 19, 2013

Arrival and 
check-in

 Reception at 
Martin and Sue 
King Railroad 

Museum

Discussion of film

Discussion with 
Reggie Barnes

Guest Scholar: 
Religious and Cultural 

History of the Delta 
with Charles Reagan 

WIlson 

Flood of 1927 Museum

Bus

Bus

Dinner
Dinner

Bus home

Introduction to 
the workshop and 
staff, overview of 

the week

 Dockery, The 
Crossroads, and 

Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
Gravesite, with Dr. 

Edgar Smith

 B.B. King Museum

 Guest Scholar: 
the origin and 

evolution of the 
blues

Lunch

Levee break site at 
Mounds Landing and 

Great River Road

Catfish Supper at 
the Airport Grocery

 The History of the 
Blues with Bill Abel

Open Mic -- Tell us 
about your plans to 
use the knowledge 

you are gaining

Bus to Greenville

Bus to Indianola

Bus
Bus

Discussion of the 
Delta Chinese

Greenville’s Black 
graveyard

Discussion of  the 
Delta Jews

Free

LaLee’s Kin: The 
Legacy of Cotton

Lunch
Lunch
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
June 19, 2013 June 20, 2013 June 21, 2013 June 22, 2013

Dinner

Dinner

Dinner

 Dockery, The 
Crossroads, and 

Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
Gravesite, with Dr. 

Edgar Smith

Bus ride to Memphis 
with discussion 

onboard and stop 
at the Clarksdale 

Greyhound Station
 Guest Scholar: 

The Delta in 
Diaspora

 B.B. King Museum

 Guest Scholar: 
the origin and 

evolution of the 
blues

 Tour of Mound 
Bayou 

Open Mic -- Tell us 
about your plans to 
use the knowledge 

you are gaining

Po’ Monkey’s 
Lounge

Bus to Indianola Cotton Museum

National Civil 
Rights Museum

Stax Museum of 
American Soul MusicDiscussion

Discussion

Peabody Hotel

 Bus Ride home, 
with discussion

Lunch Lunch
 Lunch 

(Four Way Grill)

Bus
Curriculum/Lesson 

plans due

Make your own 
mojo and wrap up

Bus to Sumner

Bus to campus

Panel discussion 
of Till case

Emmett Till Intrepid 
Center and bus to 
Little Zion Church

Bus to important 
sites in the Till 

story

 Charles McLaurin

Emmett Till and To 
Kill a Mockingbird 
with Henry Outlaw

Lunch
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The journey began on Sunday, June 16, in the lobby of the 
Martin & Sue King Railroad Heritage Museum in the heart 
of downtown Cleveland, where 39 teachers from all over 
the country gathered for the first t ime. For nearly two hours, 
participants introduced themselves over refreshments and 
met with representatives from Delta State University. The 
reception was made possible by the fol lowing sponsors, 
who we thank grateful ly: The City of Cleveland and the 
Martin and Sue King Railroad Museum, directed by Lisa 
Mil ler; Cheryl Line and the Tourism Committee of the 
Cleveland-Bolivar County Chamber of Commerce; Homer 
Sledge and the Cleveland Nehi Bottl ing Company; Robert 
Heslip and Cecil ’s Liquor Store; the Parlor Pearlers of 
Calvary Episcopal Church; Rachel Tate and Gregory Cole; 
and Asa Atkinson and Eddy Causey, rai lroad engineers and 
train operators.

Welcome to the Delta!



Day 1: 
The River, 
Creator and 
Destroyer of 
the Delta

After Dr. Brown reviewed 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities Scholar 
Agreement and participant 
expectations for the week, he 
asked everyone to split into 
pairs for an icebreaker activity. 
Each participant introduced 
their partner, including at least 
one interesting fact about the 
person they interviewed. 

The introductions revealed 
that participants have done 
everything from skydive, to 
coach all types of  high school 
sports, to ride motorcycles 
through Latin America, to 
complete gun training for field 
research in Alaska.  

Following the icebreakers, 
Dr. Brown introduced the 
content of  the workshop with 
a quiz (see right) and explained 
the answers. 

During an icebreaker activity, Winifred Dick (left) and Thelma Bryant introduce 
themselves, including at least one unique fact. After talking as a pair, Bryant 
told the rest of the workshop that Dick is the owner of a Christmas tree farm 
and Dick told the group that Bryant has visited South Africa.

Introduction
8-11:30 a.m. 

MONDAY
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Where in America?
1. What Southern region was still 90 percent swampy wilderness 
in 1860?
2. In what Southern region were two-thirds of  the members of  
the 1880 merchant class born outside the United States?
3. What Southern region is called “home” by many citizens in 
Gary, Detroit, Ypsilanti, Flint, Chicago, Oakland, New York, and 
other major US cities?
4. In what area did African Americans own two-thirds of  the 
farms in 1900? (It’s the same area where tenants operated 92% of  
all farms in 1910.)
5. What Southern region is widely known as the Birthplace of  the 
Blues (and also gave birth to Rock ‘n’ Roll)?
6. What Southern region had more lynching than any other in the 
years between 1870 and 1930 (but in the short period between 
1888 and 1901, whites in part of  the South lived in greater risk of  
lynching than did blacks)?
7. In what region did 90 percent of  the acreage lie within 5 miles 
of  railroad tracks by 1906?
8. In what Southern region did Chinese immigrants own most of  
the grocery stores during the 20th century?
9. What region has been called by the National Park Service “The 
Cradle of  American Culture” and by James Cobb “The Most 
Southern Place on Earth?”



Participants listen to Dr. Luther Brown talk about the origin of the Teddy Bear. According to Dr. Brown, many people know 
about things related to the Delta, like the Teddy Bear, but do not know that they are related to the Delta. 

Discussion of Film
2:30-3 p.m.

After the film, Dr. Brown led a group discussion 
about “LaLee’s Kin,” which provoked some very strong 
reactions among the participants. 

“For [LaLee] to have had 11 children and be raising 
all those other children ... I don’t know how she gets up 

in the morning 
and goes 
to church,” 
English 
teacher Anna 
Gilgoff, from 
New Tripoli, 
Pennsylvania, 
said. 

“Something has to be done. It was such a hopeless 
situation for those kids.”

Other teachers were not as shocked by the film’s 
content as Gilgoff. Many teachers shared stories 
about the living conditions of  their students and 
how they were similar to that of  LaLee and her great 
grandchildren.

LaLee’s Kin:  the Legacy of Cotton
1-2:30 p.m.

To better understand the educational challenges faced 
by parts of  the Delta, participants watched the 2001 
Academy Award-nominated documentary, “LaLee’s 
Kin”. The documentary tells two stories simultaneously. 
The first is the story of  Reggie Barnes, the former 
Superintendent of  West Tallahatchie 
School District, and his efforts to get 
West Tallahatchie off  state probation 
by raising standardized test scores. 

Barnes also helps to narrate the 
story of  LaLee Wallace, a former 
sharecropper who raises her great 
grandchildren and lives in poverty. 
The film details LaLee’s daily 
struggles - filling old Clorox bottles with water from the 
local prison’s hose because she does not have running 
water - as well as her family’s challenges - LaLee’s son is 
imprisoned repeatedly during the film.

By tying these stories together, the documentary 
illustrates the vicious cycle of  poverty and the lack of  
educational opportunities for black people living in the 
Mississippi Delta, long after the abolition of  slavery.

“I don’t know how [LaLee] gets 
up in the morning and goes to 
church... It was such a hopeless 
situation for those kids.”
-Anna Gilgoff

JUNE 17, 2013
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classroom.
the traveling
Welcome to

12 Nat ional Endowment for the Humanit ies June Workshop

After lunch on Monday, June 17, participants 
boarded the workshop’s charter bus, referred 
by Dr. Brown as a “traveling classroom”.  
During the bus rides, teachers watched films 
related to the topic of the day or listened to 
Dr. Brown and guests narrate their travels 
through the Delta with anecdotes and 
historical facts.
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Levee break site at Mounds 
Landing and Great River Road
4:30-6:00 p.m.

As participants rode to Mounds Landing, they 
watched an educational film called “Fatal Flood” 
that provided an overview of  the Great Flood of  
1927. One of  the memorable moments from the 
film was when flood survivor and rescue captain 
John Tigrett describes how, in the middle of  
rescuing people on his sea sled after the flood, he 
helped a woman give birth to a baby boy.

After the film, Dr. Brown explained how the 
total damage from the flood was estimated to be 
$1 billion at a time when the federal budget was 
$3 billion, making it the greatest natural disaster in 
United States history at the time.

At Mounds Landing, which is located on the 
private property of  the exclusive 27 Break Hunting 
Club, participants got off  the bus and walked along 
the levee, visually recreating the Flood of  1927. 
Participants got another view of  the river at Great 
River Road Park, standing on an elevated platform 
that would have been underwater after the flood.

(Left) Montana teacher Michelle Petersen admires the 
landscape from an elevated platform at Great River Road 
Park in Rosedale. (Below) A cargo-loaded tugboat speeds 
down the Mississippi River as participants look on from the 
bank of the levee break site at Mounds Landing.

MONDAY
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Catfish Supper at Airport Grocery
6:30-8:00 p.m.

From Great River Road Park in Rosedale, 
participants rode to Airport Grocery, where they 
had their first Taste of  the Day, fried catfish. Besides 
catfish, dinner included hush puppies, coleslaw, and 
green beans. Before the dinner, Dr. Brown provided 
some background on catfish and why they are 
important to the Delta. 

SONG OF THE DAY
“When the Levee Breaks” 
by Memphis Minnie and 

Kansas Joe McCoy 

On top of the levee at Mounds Landing, Dr. Brown tells participants about the personal experiences of survivors and explains 
the science behind how the levee broke. 

JUNE 17, 2013
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According to Dr. Brown, catfish is native to the 
Mississippi River. Today, catfish are bred in captivity, 
harvested in shallow rectangular ponds that can be 
seen along Highway 61.

TASTE OF THE DAY: FRIED CATFISH



TUESDAY
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All of the 
people buried 
in the Chinese 

graveyard in 
Greenville, 

Mississippi, 
are buried 
facing the 

east. To honor 
the dead 

on special 
holidays, 

the Chinese 
bring favorite 
foods to the 

graves of their 
loved ones. 

For example, 
graveyard 
caretaker 
Catherine 

Tom Wong 
says that her 
family pours 

Crown Royal 
on her father’s 
grave because 

that was his 
favorite drink. 

English teacher 
Amanda Osborne 
takes a rubbing of 
one of the graves 

with sidewalk 
chalk in Live 

Oaks Cemetery 
in Greenville. “I 

think it’d be cool 
to hang it in my 

classroom so 
when I talk about 
it I can say, ‘Here 
I was,’” Osborne 

said. She said 
that she plans 

to replicate the 
activity with her 

students.



JUNE 18, 2013

Delta Chinese
9-10:00 a.m.

Beginning in the 1880s, Delta planters 
sent vessels to China to recruit indentured 
farmworkers, and other Chinese came to 
work on railroad and levee construction. 
Over time, however, the Chinese realized 
there was 
an unfilled 
economic 
niche: grocery 
stores. So 
while Chinese 
all over the 
rest of  the 
country and the South were opening 
laundries, the Delta Chinese ran groceries 
in black neighborhoods.

During this time and up until World War 
II, the United States passed a series of  laws 
known as the Chinese Exclusion Acts that 
prohibited Chinese families from coming 
to the United States. Chinese men could 
work in America as journeymen laborers, 
but they had to eventually go back to 
China. This is how our guide’s grandfather 
was able to settle here. Every 10 years he 
would return to China and father another 
child. These policies were reversed during 
World War II when China became an ally 
to the United States.

Day 2: Immigrant Stories
Meet our guide: 
Catherine Tom Wong

TASTE OF THE DAY: DELTA CHINESE

Unlike her grandfather, who ran a grocery 
store in Vicksburg but whose home was in 
China, Catherine Tom Wong was born and 
raised in the United States. Today, she lives in 
Greenville, where she works as a hotel manager 
and takes care of  Greenville’s Chinese cemetery, 
because the city stopped taking care of  it.

“This cemetery is pitiful because there’s 
nobody here to take care of  it,” Wong said. 
“After me, I don’t know who’s going to take 
care of  it.”

This is because, according to Wong, there are 
not many Chinese left in the Delta to be buried. 
The Chinese in the Delta today speak Mandarin, 
but Wong’s generation all spoke Cantonese. 

“Until I was in the first grade I spoke fluent 
Chinese,” Wong said. “But once I got to the 
first grade, English was my first language. I 

still understand 
[Chinese] and I 
still talk it a little 
bit, but I sound 
terrible.”

When people 
discover that 
Wong can’t 

speak Chinese fluently, they ask questions. 
“I tell people I’m from Southern China -- it 

comes with this accent that I have here,” Wong 
said. “I may look the part, but when I open my 
mouth [people ask] ‘Where are you from?’”

Catherine Tom Wong takes care of the 
Chinese cemetery in Greenville where most of 
her family is buried.

“This cemetery is pitiful because 
there’s nobody here to take care 
of  it. After me, I don’t know 
who’s going to take care of  it.”
-Catherine Tom Wong

Participants ate Kim’s pork rinds and chicken 
cracklings (which originated in the Delta), and 
fortune cookie.     17



Greenville’s Black Graveyard
10-11:00 a.m.

Live Oak Cemetery, Greenville’s historically 
African American graveyard, is notable because it 
is the resting place of  Holt Collier, who is famous 
for his role in the Teddy Bear story that Dr. Brown 
told participants on the first day. Dr. Brown said that 
Collier was a skilled African American hunter who 
fought as a Confederate soldier in the Civil War, 
even though blacks were not technically permitted 
to serve in the Confederate army. Still, Collier’s grave 
recognizes his service in a Texas cavalry unit.

TUESDAY

(Above) The synagogue in Greenville is decorated with 
stained glass windows. (Left) American flags decorate 
the graves of African American soldiers who fought for 
the Union during the Civil War in Greenville’s Live Oak 
Cemetery. 
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SONG OF THE DAY
“Sail Away” 

by Randy Newman



Discussion of the Delta 
Jews
11-12:00 p.m.

Flood of 1927 Museum
12-12:30 p.m.

After watching former West Tallahatchie County School District 
superintendent in “LaLee’s Kin” the day before, participants were 
shocked to hear Barnes reveal that he did not know LaLee Wallace 
before the film or that he would narrate the documentary.

“I was approached by Maysles Films to do a documentary on 
poverty and hunger 
in America,” Barnes 
said. “They came to my 
office and asked me 
to recommend a white 
family and a black family that would participate and they would follow 
these families for a period of  time -- that’s what I was told.”

After the documentary was aired, Barnes said phones rang off  the 
hook at the West Tallahatchie County School District, offering to 
donate supplies and money. By that time, Barnes had left his job and 
the people who remained were offended.

“I was accused by a young lady who I helped get work at a bank,” 
Barnes said. “She was quoted in the paper saying, ‘No, we’re not poor 
and Reggie Barnes is a liar for saying they are. I wonder how much 
money they’re paying him for doing this. And we don’t get nothing.’ 
That was the attitude, and it hurt me to the core.”

Although he may not be appreciated in Tallahatchie County, Barnes 
was met with roaring applause after he recited a poem called “See It 
Through” by Edgar Albert Guest.

On the bus to Greenville, teachers 
watched a film called “Delta Jews,” 
that chronicled what it was like for 
Jewish immigrants to live in the Delta. 
Unlike the Jews in the North who 
settled in Jewish neighborhoods within 
large cities, Jews who settled in the 
Mississippi Delta were scattered across 
the region, where they worked first 
as mobile peddlers and eventually as 
general store owners. Socially, Jews 
adopted the manners of  other whites, 
becoming mayors, school board 
members, and filling other important 
roles in their communities. 

Participants toured Greenville’s 
Hebrew Union Temple and listened to 
layperson Benji Nelken talk about the 
important role of  Jews in the Delta, 
and how Greenville’s first elected 
mayor was Jewish. 

Unfortunately, Hebrew Union 
Temple suffers from a declining 
congregation, which is down to a 
membership of  only 50 families. 
Temple membership reflects the 
general population decline in all of  
Greenville after the Great Migration.

The synagogue also contains a 
museum that includes in its collection a 
Czechoslovakian Torah scroll from the 
Holocaust.

Located next door to the synagogue, 
the Flood of  1927 Museum reinforced 
material that was discussed the previous 
day. Filled with interactive exhibits and 
artifacts from the disaster, participants 
could trace the trajectory of  the flood 
with comprehensive timelines and 
maps. 

Discussion led by Reggie Barnes
2-3:30 p.m.
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Reggie Barnes talks about how when he was superintendent of the West 
Tallahatchie County School District his work days would begin at 6:30 a.m. 
and end around midnight because he also managed his schools’ grounds.

“Teaching is the greatest 
compassion there is.”
-Reggie Barnes



Guest Scholar: Religious 
and Cultural History of 
the Delta: Charles Reagan 
Wilson
3:30-5:30 p.m.

The History of the Blues 
with Bill Abel
7:30-9:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
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(Above) 
Guest scholar 

Charles 
Reagan Wilson 

shows off his 
collection of 
church fans 

(right). (Below) 
Art teacher 
Tim Shaw 

plays a cigar 
box guitar after 
the Abel show.

The second speaker of  the afternoon, 
Dr. Charles Reagan Wilson, who teaches 
at the University of  Mississippi and 
formerly directed the Center for the Study 
of  Southern Culture, lectured participants 
about spiritual life in the Mississippi Delta.

Dr. Wilson began his lesson by giving 
participants an overview of  the religious 
composition of  the area, emphasizing that 
the Delta is overwhelmingly Protestant. 
From this foundation, Dr. Wilson helped 
his listeners build a picture of  Mississippi 
as part of  the Bible Belt. 

When describing the oral traditions 
of  preaching in the Delta, Dr. Wilson 
played a recording of  Reverend A. W. 
Nix’s “Black Diamond Express to Hell.” 
The piece is full of  gospel imagery, such 
as “death’s black train” or the “hell-
bound train.” In the recording, Reverend 
Nix sings about the “stations” of  hell: 
Liars Avenue, Deceiversville, Confusion 
Junction, Gambler’s Tower, and more.

Participants returned from dinner to 
watch blues artist Bill Abel, called by 
some a “one-man band,” perform using 
an assortment of  instruments. For one 
participant, Tim Shaw, Abel was not just 
an artist, but a friend.

Shaw first met Abel at a workshop last 
summer. Shaw had been making cigar 
box guitars for a year when he learned of  
Abel’s cigar box show at the cultural center 
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Musician Bill Abel from Clarksdale performs authentic Delta Blues with acoustic, electric, and cigar box guitars, and foot 
drums. “He’s a rare person who I think really lives the true blues thing,” art teacher and Abel’s friend Tim Shaw said. “He 
writes his own stuff but he’s also a painter, a potter, a musician. He’s a real renaissance man.”

in Ocean Springs. Shaw’s wife called 
the cultural center and asked if  Shaw 
and his friend could be in the show. 
The center 
called Abel, 
and Abel 
said yes. 

“I spent 
two days 
with him 
down there at the cultural center. We 
immediately hit it off,” Shaw said. “I 
called my wife after the first day and 
I said, ‘I have met my Jesus.’”

The two have been in touch since, 

but Abel did not know that Shaw 
would be at the workshop.

 “Yesterday when he was 
unloading his 
stuff  I came 
here early to 
help, and I said, 
‘Remember me?’ 
And he just 
couldn’t believe I 

was here,” Shaw said. 
After Abel’s performance, Abel 

invited participants to play. Two 
participants, Scott Rich and Tim 
Shaw, took him up on his offer; 

Rich showed off  his blues skills 
on the electric guitar, and Shaw 
experimented with Abel’s cigar box 
guitar after the show. 

Shaw, who usually makes 
instruments by commission only, 
says that he was inspired watching 
Abel perform again.  

“I’m really excited about this 
workshop. I’ve already designed 
three new guitars,” Shaw said. “I 
can’t wait to go home and make 
them. They’re going to be blues 
themed.”

“I called my wife [after 
I met Abel] and I said, 
‘I have met my Jesus!’”
-Tim Shaw
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(Above) The gas station at Dockery Farms, 
no longer in service, shows an old price of 16 

cents per gallon. (Right) The abandoned cotton 
gin at Dockery is open for visitors to explore. 

(Above) Dockery 
Farms is called 
by some as the 

“Birthplace of the 
Blues” because 

it was the 
intermittent home 

to the Father of 
the Blues,Charley 

Patton, for over 
30 years. It was 
here that Patton 

learned from 
Henry Sloan.



“Crossroads Blues” 
by Robert Johnson

SONG OF THE DAY
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Day 3: The Blues: American Roots 
Music and the Culture that Produced it
Dockery Farms
8-9:30 a.m.

The first stop off  the bus 
Wednesday morning was Dockery 
Farms, just seven miles up the road 
from Delta State University. Dockery 
Farms was introduced to participants 
as the most likely “Birthplace of  the 
Blues” because it was the intermittent 
home to blues legend Charley Patton 
for over 30 years. It was at Dockery 
that Patton learned from fellow 
resident Henry Sloan and influenced 
passerby musicians like Howlin’ Wolf, 
Willy Brown, Tommy Johnson, and 
Roebuck “Pops” Staples.

Though the buildings are no 
longer functioning, participants were 
able to wander around the property 
and explore the abandoned cotton 
gin, seed house, church, gas station, 
and old well.

From Dockery Farms, the 
bus took the Peavine Highway 
south to the Crossroads where 
Robert Johnson supposedly sold 
his soul to the devil. The story 
goes that Johnson used to be a 
terrible musician, and one day he 
disappeared. A year later, he returned 
out of  nowhere, having developed 
guitar virtuosity. One listener said 
that the only way he could have 
gotten so good so fast is if  Johnson 
had sold his soul to the devil. To this 
comment, Johnson only grinned. 
Dr. Brown says that if  Johnson did 
actually sell his soul to the devil, then 
he got a bad deal because he only 
recorded 29 songs.

From the Crossroads 
participants went to the Fannie 
Lou Hamer Memorial Garden in 
Ruleville, which was re-dedicated 
by the city of  Ruleville in 2008. 
The memorial garden features a 
life-size statue of  Hamer, which, 
during its unveiling last October, 
was one of  four life-size statues 
of  African American women in 
the United States.

Dr. Brown introduced 
Hamer’s story by talking about 
Senator Eastman, a conservative 
Mississippi senator from Ruleville 
who believed that blacks did 
not vote because they preferred 

decisions to be made for them by 
white men.

It was not until she was middle-
aged that Hamer realized she was 
able to vote. Hamer, the wife of  
a sharecropper and a plantation 
timekeeper, lost her job when 
her employer found out she had 
registered. 

From then on, Hamer was 
launched into civil rights, helping 
to integrate the Democratic party. 
Following her political and civil 
rights achievements, she took on 
other projects, such as combating 
malnutrition in the Delta with the 
creation of  Freedom Farm.

The Crossroads

Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial Garden
9:30-10:00 a.m.

When the life-size statue of Fannie Lou Hamer was unveiled in Oct. 2012 
at her memorial, it was one of only four life-size statues of African American 
women. Her grave reads, “I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired.”
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B.B. King Museum
10:30-12:30 p.m.

Meet our guide: Dr. Edgar Smith

(Above) Dr. Brown points to one of the walls in the first gallery 
of the B.B. King Museum, which is decorated to look like the 

Mississippi Delta in the early 20th century when B.B. King 
was a sharecropper and truck driver. (Right) History teacher  

Tiffany Shulz reads about B.B. King’s move to Memphis, 
where he earned his nickname “Beale Street Blues Boy,” 

which was eventually shortened to B.B. King. 

Dr. Edgar Smith remembers using math to get paid 
fairly for the cotton he picked as a young boy.

The final stop of  the morning was the B.B. King 
Museum in Indianola, King’s hometown. After a short 
video about King’s life and a background of  the Delta, 
the museum transports guests into the early 20th 
century, when King was a sharecropper and tractor 
driver. From the Delta, visitors enter Memphis, which 
represented a beacon of  home for King, and is where 
King made his success and earned his nickname. The 
rest of  the museum focuses on King’s journey from 
artist to icon, and the difficulties he faced as a result 
of  his race along the way. 

To use Dr. Edgar Smith’s own 
words, cotton is not something he 
reads about; it’s something he has 
experienced. 

Dr. Smith started picking 
cotton when he was five years 
old, living in Jackson, Mississippi. 
At that age, he wasn’t big enough 
to drag his own sack, so he 
carried a 10-pound flour sack. 

According to Dr. Smith, he 
was paid two dollars for every 100 
pounds of  cotton that he picked. 
Dr. Smith was good at math, so 

one day he explained to the man 
that was paying him that he was 
owed another nickel. 

“[He] was so impressed,” Dr. 
Smith said. “After that, each 
time I would come up to the 
window, he said ‘Boy, how much 
I owe you?’ I learned right then 
and there the importance of  an 
education.”

Dr. Smith took that lesson to 
heart: he earned a doctorate in 
biochemistry and had a lengthy 
career in education.



Participants snacked on hot tamales from the legendary 
White Front Café, which is world famous for its tamales.

TASTE OF THE DAY: HOT TAMALES

JUNE 19, 2013
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Guest Scholar: The origin and 
evolution of the blues
2-5:00 p.m.

Mississippi Arts Commission Folk & Traditional 
Arts Director Mary Margaret White explains the 
Mississippi Blues Trail curriculum. 

Guest Scholar Scott Barretta holds his magazine, Living Blues, which 
he used to edit. Baretta teaches about the anthropology of the blues 
at the University of Mississippi and writes text for the Mississippi Blues 
Trail markers. 

After dinner, teachers were invited to share how they 
hope to use knowledge from the workshop in their 
classrooms. Some highlights of  the evening were Thelma 
Bryant’s plan to teach her high school seniors about Fannie 
Lou Hamer to encourage them to vote and register others, 
Kevin Glynn’s comparison of  Los Angeles and the Delta, 
Anne Marie Bailey’s goal to make her students describe 
music visually, and  Catherine Bunker’s powerpoint on the 
song, “The Death of  Emmett Till.” 

After a morning of  touring, the workshop 
welcomed Scott Barretta, former editor of  
Living Blues magazine and a blues sociologist 
at the University of  Mississippi. Barretta 
additionally hosts a radio show as part of  
Mississippi Public Broadcasting and is one of  
the two primary blues researchers employed 
by the Mississippi Blues Commission. As 
a commissioned blues researcher, Barretta 
is responsible for most of  the text on the 
Mississippi Blues Trail markers. Baretta also 
talked about his experience working on the 
B.B. King Museum, where he learned that 
B.B. King is an avid record collector.

Baretta’s presentation included a number 
of  audio clips, comparing traditional African 
sounds, such as Nigerian lute playing, with 
sounds from the American blues. By studying 
music, Baretta believes, we are able to study 
movements; studying the blues, in particular, 
gives us a basis for understanding popular 
music.

After Baretta spoke, Mississippi Arts 
Commission Folk & Traditional Arts Director 
Mary Margaret White visited from Jackson to 
give teachers blues-infused lesson plans. 

Open Mic
7-8:30 p.m.



SONG OF THE DAY
“The Death of Emmett 

Till” by Bob Dylan

(Above) Before returning later that 
night, participants view Po’ Monkey’s 

Lounge, possibly the last authentic 
juke in the Delta, on the way back from 

Mound Bayou Thursday morning. Dr. 
Brown said that Po’ Monkey’s is the 

most famous building in the Delta. 
(Right) Although the African American 

Taborian Hospital in Mound Bayou 
is boarded shut today, it used to be 
a very successful African American 

owned and operated hospital in the 
early 1900s, as well as the first HMO. 

THURSDAY
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Charles McLaurin, the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) member who helped Fannie 
Lou Hamer register to vote, spoke 
to participants about coming to 
Ruleville, Mississippi in the 1960s. 
Later, McLaurin served as campaign 
manager for Fannie Lou Hamer in 
her bid for Congress from the second 
congressional district.

McLaurin also shared his personal 
account of  his first brush with 
racism, when he was working his 
first job and was told not to answer 
the phone or write anything because 
his competence would upset white 
customers.

Day 4: The Story of Emmett Till

Dr. Henry Outlaw reads an excerpt 
from “To Kill a Mockingbird” and 
draws parallels with the Emmett Till 
case. 

JUNE 20, 2013
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Tour of Mound Bayou 
8-9:30 a.m.

Emmett Till and To Kill 
a Mockingbird with 
Henry Outlaw
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Charles McLaurin
10:30-11:30 a.m.

Back on campus, Dr. Henry 
Outlaw, former chair emeritus of  
the Physical Science department at 
Delta State University, delivered a 
lecture comparing the Harper Lee’s 
classic, “To Kill A Mockingbird,” 
with the Emmett Till case. Drawing 
on his work from an oral histories 
project on the Emmett Till case, Dr. 
Outlaw provided a detailed timeline 
of  the Till murder. Using these 
details, he drew parallels with the 
characters and events from “To Kill 
a Mockingbird.”  

The morning began with a trip 
to Mound Bayou, the largest U.S. 
Negro town that was founded in 
1887 by ex-slaves of  Joseph Davis.  
The bus stopped in front of  the 
Taborian Hospital, where Dr. 
Brown talked about the Knights 
and Daughters of  Tabor, an all-
black fraternal organization that 
provided healthcare to its members. 
The hospital was opened in 1942 
and was one of  only two African 
American hospitals in Mississippi. 

Dr. Brown described Mound 
Bayou as being the only town in 
the Delta where Jim Crow laws did 
not exist. There was segregation, 
however; the train station had two 
waiting rooms: a large one for 
blacks and a small one for whites.

(Above) Wheeler Parker, Charles McLaurin, and Dr. Brown gather around the Emmett 
Till exhibit, which was made as part of an oral history project by Dr. Henry Outlaw.



(Left to right) Jim Powers, Wheeler Parker, Bruce Smith, FBI Agent Dale Killinger, and retired Agent Lent Rice debunked myths 
about and shared their unique roles in the Emmett Till story as Dr. Brown moderated. 

THURSDAY
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Panel discussion
2-4:00 p.m.

After lunch, the workshop 
traveled to Sumner, where the 
courthouse that tried Emmett 
Till’s case is located. At a nearby 
restaurant, the workshop listened to 
a panel of  speakers connected to the 
Emmett Till case.

Wheeler Parker, Emmett Till’s 
cousin, opened with his firsthand 
account of  the inciting incident 
at the Bryant Store in Money. 
According to Parker, Emmett liked 
to make jokes, so when Carolyn 
Bryant left the store, he whistled.

“[Emmett] just loved fun... but 
sometimes he found out things were 
not always funny to other people,” 

Parker said. “When we became 
alarmed [about the whistle], he 
became concerned.”

Parker and Emmett fled the store 
with their group of  friends, worried 
they would 
be pursued. 
Nothing 
happened 
until that 
Saturday 
night, when 
three men 
showed up at Moses Wright’s house 
where Emmett and Parker were 
staying.

At this point in the story, FBI 
Supervisory Special Agent Dale 
Killinger took over and explained 
what happened to Emmett after he 
was kidnapped, and the trial that 

followed. Killinger then described 
his being assigned to investigating 
the case when it reopened in 2004, 
in hopes of  gaining more concrete 
and irrefutable evidence of  how 

exactly Till died. 
Other panel 

members included 
Bruce Smith, whose 
father served as 
Special Prosecutor 
in the original Till 
trial, Jim Powers, 

Chair of  the Mississippi Chapter of  
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
and longtime civil rights activist, Dr. 
Henry Outlaw, who collected oral 
histories, documents, and artifacts 
related to the Till case, and retired 
FBI Agent Lent Rice.

We operate from what 
we hear; our words and 
emotions are controlled by 
what we hear... Let’s deal 
with the facts.”
-Wheeler Parker



(Top) Wheeler Parker and Lee 
Aylward laugh in front of the 
Bryant Store Freedom Trail 
Marker. (Above) The Emmett 
Till Historic Intrepid Center in 
Glendora recreates Till’s story. 
(Left) The “Private Property” 
sign on the overgrown 
barricade is all that remains of 
Bryant’s Grocery today. 

JUNE 13, 2013

     29

After the panel discussion, 
participants went to the Emmett 
Till Historic Intrepid Center in 
Glendora, which presented a 
detailed timeline of  the Till case 
with a number of  life-size visuals. 
From Glendora, participants 
went to the Bryant’s Grocery, 
where 14-year-old Emmett Till 
came to buy candy in 1955 and 
allegedly flirted with Carolyn 
Bryant, which sparked his 
murder.

Intrepid Center, 
Emmett Till sites
4-6:00 p.m.



Kool-aid pickles, called “koolickles,” are most popular 
among Delta children, and are commonly sold at school 
fundraising events for 50 cents.

Little Zion Mississippi Baptist Church is located two miles north of 
Greenwood, and is believed by blues scholars to be the final resting 
place of blues artist Robert Johnson.

William Seaberry, better known as Po’ Monkey, poses with a 
framed picture of himself from Esquire Magazine.

TASTE OF THE DAY: KOOLICKLES

THURSDAY
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Po’ Monkey’s Lounge
9:00 p.m.

Bus to Little Zion Church
6-6:30 p.m.

Although Robert Johnson has three 
alleged grave sites, participants visited the 
one that Dr. Brown believes to be the most 
likely the final resting place of  the blues 
legend and the one that the Mississippi 
Blues Trail recognizes. 

Participants were given time to visit 
Johnson’s grave and pay their respects to the 
famous blues artist, who is rumored to have 
sold his soul to the devil in order to learn to 
play the guitar. Johnson’s grave is decorated 
with beer cans, liquor bottles, beads, guitar 
picks, and small toys, left by his devoted 
fans. According to Dr. Brown, some fans 
will visit all three of  the reported graves.

What looks like a shack in the middle of  a corn 
field is Po’ Monkey’s Lounge, the last authentic juke 
joint in the Delta. On Thursday nights, owner William 
Seaberry, called Po’ Monkey, opens his doors to 
the public for a night of  music, dancing, drinking, 
and pool. Po Monkey’s Lounge is also Seaberry’s 
home; he is a farmer by day, and club owner by 
night. He enforces just a few rules: “no loud music” 
(consistently spelled “lounld”), “no dope smoking,” 
and no backwards caps or low-riding pants.
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Fans of Robert Johnson leave gifts like Jack  
Daniels, beads, beer, glow sticks and guitar 
picks for the man who allegedly sold his soul 
to the devil. Johnson died in 1938 at the age 
of 27, most likely because he was poisoned.
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(Top) The iconic Stax Records logo adorns the outside of the 
Stax Museum. (Above) Workshop members learn about the 
history of cotton from introductory video at the Cotton Museum.

Day 5: The Civil 
Rights Movement
Bus to Memphis, with stop at the 
Clarksdale Greyhound Station
7:30-10:00 a.m.

En route to Memphis on Friday morning, the 
bus stopped at the Clarksdale Greyhound Station. 
Inside the station, Dr. Brown invited participants 
to inspect each of  the waiting rooms, which were 
separate waiting rooms for blacks and whites 
during segregation, the black side equipped with 
a tiny, poorly appointed bathroom, and the white 
site with a bathroom twice the size of  the other. 
Today, the station includes a museum area.

FRIDAY



In the former location of  the 
famous Stax Records now stands 
the Stax Museum, which pays 
homage to the revolutionary soul 
music that was produced by the 
people who worked 
there. 

Founded in 1957 by 
Jim Stewart and Estelle 
Axon, Stax 
Records 
was one 
of  the few 
recording 
studios that 
did not care 
about race, only about music. 
As a result, Stax became wildly 
successful with the talents of  
artists like Otis Redding, Isaac 
Hayes, The Staple Sisters, Rufus 
and Carla Thomas, Booker T. and 
the MG’s, and the Bar-Kays.

A video at the beginning of  
the museum illustrates how Stax 
Records rose to international 
acclaim, and features performance 
and interview clips of  Stax 

Record performers. 
Because the Stax Museum 

is the only soul music 
museum in the world, it also 

pays tribute to 
other soul music 
pioneers like Ike 
and Tina Turner, 
Aretha Franklin, 
The Jackson 
Five, Ann 

Peebles, Al Green, Sam Cooke, 
James Brown, and Ray Charles.

Participants were able to 
bust a move on the museum’s 
“Soul Train” dance floor and 
walk through recreations of  the 
original recording studio. 
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History teacher Greg Stock watches 
a video about slavery as part of an 
interactive exhibit at the Cotton 
Museum in Memphis.

The walls of a hallway in the Stax Museum 
are lined with albums made by various 
Stax Records artists like Isaac Hayes.

Stax Museum of American Soul Music
11-12:00 p.m.

Cotton Museum
10-11:00 a.m.

The first stop in Memphis was the Cotton 
Museum, devoted to the history of  the crop that 
once ruled the South. Today the space is a small 
but interactive museum open to the public, but not 
long ago it was the floor of  the Memphis Cotton 
Exchange, an exclusive business zone for cotton 
traders and their guests. 

The museum offers some tactile exhibits, such 
as the Sample Room, where guests can touch 
raw cotton and learn about the lost art of  cotton 
classing. Another exhibit shows many different 
products that are made from cotton, such as 
fishing nets, coffee filters, tents, cotton paper, and 
bookbinding. The educational wing teaches guests 
about modern cotton production and advances in 
biotechnology.

SONG OF THE DAY
“Green Onions” by 

Booker T. and the MG’s



Lunch at Four Way Grill
12-1:00 p.m.

Workshop members ate lunch at the Four Way 
Grill, a favorite soul food haunt of  Martin Luther 
King, boxing promoter Don King, B. B. King, Aretha 
Franklin, Elvis Presley, and Little Milton Campbell, all 
of  whom have their pictures hanging in the restaurant.  
Founded in 1946, the Four Way is now operated by 
Willie Bates, a native of  Shaw, Mississippi, who moved 
to Memphis as a boy. After lunch, Dr. Brown and Lee 
Aylward presented Bates with a Delta State University 
pennant, which he said he was proud to receive and 
would display alongside his photos of  famous patrons.

National Civil Rights 
Museum
1-4:00 p.m.

(Top left) Participants listen to a tour guide outside 
of the National Civil Rights Museum. (Bottom left) 
Tiffany Shulz and Melanie Bray peek into Room 
306 of the Lorraine Motel, the room where Dr. 
Martin Luther King was staying when he was shot 
on the balcony in front of his room. The hotel 
owner preserved the room as Dr. King left it.

Although much of  the museum was closed 
off  for renovations, participants visited the 
traveling Freedom’s Sisters Exhibit and the 
parts of  the museum that were still open, 
including a floor devoted to the assassination 
of  Dr. Martin Luther King and a wing 
describing demographic changes since the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

Because most of  the museum was closed, 
the group was allowed to go on the balcony of  
the Lorraine Motel and stand in the location 
where Dr. King was shot, as well as peek into 
his hotel room, which is preserved exactly as 
he left it. Normally, the balcony is reserved for 
special guests, but will be open to visitors until 
the renovations finish early next year.

FRIDAY
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Foods like mashed potatoes, corn, fried chicken, fried 
catfish and corn muffins are advertised as being “Soul 
Food” in the Delta, because they are “good for the soul.”

TASTE OF THE DAY: SOUL FOOD



Peabody Hotel
4:30-5:30 p.m.

(Above) Tiffany Shulz, Patricia Cochran, and Scott Rich sit at the 
interactive Rosa Parks display in the Freedom’s Sisters Exhibit at the 
National Civil Rights Museum. (Left) Ducks swim in the fountain in the 
lobby of the famous Peabody hotel before returning to their penthouse 
apartment at 5 p.m.

Participants finished their museum tours just in time 
to grab good seats to watch the ducks leave the lobby 
fountain and go up the elevator at the Peabody Hotel. A 
few minutes before 5 p.m., a uniformed man announced 
the story of  the famous Peabody Ducks: in the 1930s, the 
Peabody’s general manager and a friend had a little too 
much to drink after returning from a weekend hunting trip, 
and thought it would be funny to place some of  their live 
duck decoys in the Peabody fountain, where they remained 
for the night. The tradition has since continued, and every 
day at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. visitors can watch the ducks 
parade in the lobby.

JUNE 21, 2013
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SONG OF THE DAY
“Sweet Home Chicago” 

by Robert Johnson

(Above) Lee Pruett and Melanie Bray fill out their 
workshop evaluations. (Right) Bryan Roby takes notes 
about the contents of his mojo bag for later reference.

(Right) Participants 
gather around a long 

table while making their 
mojos, which were 

stuffed with everything 
from pebbles from 

the Crossroads to Dr. 
Brown’s homemade 

“comeback” oil. 

SATURDAY
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Dr. John Strait uses a visual aid during his presentation on the Southern Diaspora and Great Migration on Saturday morning. 
Strait said that geographers look at migrations with the following questions in mind: Where?, Why?, How?, and, So What?

Guest Scholar: The Delta in Diaspora
8:30-11:00 a.m.

Day 6:  The Delta 
in Diaspora

JUNE 22, 2013
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Dr. John Strait, an Assistant Professor of  Geography 
at Sam Houston State University, spoke Friday morning 
about the Southern Diaspora, which was the biggest 
internal migration in United States. According to Dr. 
Strait, the migration was caused by a number of  push and 
pull factors, such as racial segregation, economic setback, 
agricultural mechanization (the push factors), and better 
perception of  equal opportunity, higher pay, and huge 
labor demand in the North (pull factors). 

Making the Mojos
3-4:30 p.m.

After lunch, Dr. Brown taught participants about 
how to use mojos, which are black pouches filled with 
objects from all the sites the workshop visited, tied 
with blue string to represent the Mississippi River, to 
remember their visit to the Delta. Mojos are activated, 
Dr. Brown said, once the owner explains the mojo’s 
contents to someone. Dr. Brown encouraged the 
teachers to make their mojos visible at home or in the 
office, so that they will always remember the Delta.

TASTE OF THE DAY: POUND CAKE + FRIED CHICKEN + SWEET POTATO PIE

Mississippi State Senator Willie Simmons once told Dr. Brown that when his family went on road trips, his mother would pack 
fried chicken and pound cake in a shoebox that they would eat on the side of the road because they were not allowed to eat 
in restaurants. Today many Delta gas stations still serve fried chicken. Sweet potato pie is a staple in Southern cuisine.



SATURDAY

38 Nat ional Endowment for the Humanities June Workshop

Chinese
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Catherine Bunker
Ypsilanti, MI

Anne Marie Bailey
Natchez, MS

Melissa Blair
Wilmington, DE

Michael Boyer
Memphis, TN

Melanie Bray
Cleveland, MS

Mark Brown
Washington, DC

Thelma Bryant
Lexa, AR

Pat Clancy
Drexel Hill, PA

Melanie Cochems
Waunakee, WI

Patricia Cochran
Mathison, MS

Scott Cvelbar
Valpariso, IN

Craig Davis
Monticello, MS
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Winifred Dick
E. Falmouth, MA

Anna Gilgoff
New Tripoli, PA

Kevin Glynn
Los Angeles, CA

Tamara Grigsby
Jacksonville, FL

Toby Harms
Saint Jacob, IL

Dan Hawthorne
Rensselaer, IN

Marcia Kegel
Desert Hot Springs, CA

Missaha Larabee
Tupelo, MS

Steve Larson
Warsaw, MO

Tommy Manning
Portland, OR

Dave Marshall
San Francisco, CA
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Randy McKee
Augusta, MS

Jill Nysse
Winona, MN

Amanda Osborne
Tupelo, MS

Walter Perkins III
Oak Park, IL

Michelle Petersen
Missoula, MT

Lee Pruett
San Jose, CA

Scott Rich
Greenville, MS

Bryan Roby
Riverside, CA

Stacy Scott
Sherman, MS

Leslie Sharbel
Birmingham, AL

Tim Shaw
Perkinston, MS

Tiffany Shulz
Hooper, UT
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Sara Standen
Davison, MI

Greg Stock
Champaign, IL

Tom Tacke
El Centro, CA

Allison Trant
San Diego, CA

Rachel Anderson
Workshop Documentarian

Robertson Scholar

Heather Kovarcik Miller
Program Associate for Projects

Dr. Luther Brown
Director of the Delta Center for 

Culture and Learning

Miraca Moody
Work Study

Delta Center Staff

Lee Aylward
Program Associate for Education 

and Community Outreach



EVALUATIONS
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Activity 1 2 3 4 5 Average
Reception	  at	  the	  Railroad	  Museum 0 4 5 14 12 3.97
Introduction 0 2 3 15 19 4.31
Discussion	  Session 0 2 3 14 19 4.32
Movie:	  LaLee's	  Kin:	  The	  Legacy	  of	  Cotton 0 0 2 7 30 4.72
Discussion	  led	  by	  Reggie	  Barnes 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Levee	  break	  site/Delta	  and	  Pine	  Land 0 0 1 17 21 4.51
Airport	  Grocery	  (Catfish	  Supper) 0 1 7 20 10 4.03
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Chinese 0 4 4 19 12 4.00
Discussion	  of	  the	  Delta	  Jews 0 4 7 10 18 4.08
Greenville's	  black	  graveyard 0 3 4 18 14 4.10
Guest	  Scholar	  -‐	  Dr.	  Charles	  Wilson 0 2 12 13 11 3.87
Bill	  Abel,	  History	  of	  the	  Blues 0 2 2 9 26 4.51
Dockery	  Farm	  sand	  the	  Crossroads 0 0 1 4 34 4.85
Fannie	  Lou	  Hamer's	  Gravesite 0 0 2 4 33 4.79
B.B.	  King	  Museum 0 0 0 10 29 4.74
Guest	  Scholar	  -‐	  Scott	  Barretta 0 8 9 12 9 3.58
Open	  Mic 0 1 16 6 14 3.89
Tour	  of	  Mound	  Bayou 0 2 3 7 27 4.51
Emmett	  Till	  and	  To	  Kill	  a	  Mockingbird	  with	  Henry	  Outlaw 3 4 7 6 19 3.87
Charles	  McLaurin 0 1 3 8 19 4.45
Panel	  discussion	  of	  Till	  case 0 0 0 2 37 4.95
Emmett	  Till	  Intrepid	  Center 0 1 5 16 17 4.26
Po'	  Monkey's	  Lounge 0 0 1 3 34 4.87
Bus	  ride	  to	  Memphis 0 3 4 17 15 4.13
Stax	  Museum 0 0 0 4 35 4.90
Cotton	  Museum 1 2 3 19 14 4.10
National	  Civil	  Rights	  Museum 0 1 1 9 28 4.64
Lobby	  of	  the	  Peabody 0 1 4 16 18 4.31
Bus	  ride	  home 0 1 3 15 20 4.38
Guest	  Scholar	  -‐	  John	  Strait 0 0 4 7 28 4.62
Mojo	  Making 0 0 0 2 37 4.95

Evaluations
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Comments

The experiential aspect of the workshop 
was OUTSTANDING. Every minute of the 
day was informative about aspects of 

Delta culture including history, geography, 
geology, literature and music. Even meals 

taught me about Delta heritage.

The Emmett Till Panel and the trip 
to Sumner and Money was by far 

my favorite experience. It was 
a rare, unique experience I will 
always cherish and be able to 

teach about from the heart.

Meeting Wheeler 
Parker and having 
a chance to speak 

with him is a memory 
I will never forget. 
I’m tearing up just 
thinking about it 
while I write this. 

Emmett’s story really 
touches my heart 

and to have the story 
there in front of me 

was a feeling I really 
can’t describe. 

Lee [Aylward] 
should be Delta 

State Miss 
Hospitality! 

This was the 
most amazing 

workshop I have 
ever experienced. 

The hands-on 
experiences of 
actually going 

to each “place” 
and being able 
to “touch” and 

“feel” and “hear” 
the memories 

of the past was 
extraordinary. 

This is an inspiring and 
educational experience 

that has no parallel. 

The pre-workshop reading 
was extensive but very 
helpful. But as good as 
the books were, they 

pale in comparison to the 
experiences of the week.



As a part of this workshop, all participants were required to 
create lesson plans or other reflection materials based on the 

workshop course content. These materials have been uploaded 
at the workshop website page: 

http://deltacenterforcultureandlearning.com/neh-workshop/lesson-plans/

For More Informat ion:
Please v is i t  the Most Southern Place on Earth website: 
http://www.blueshighway.org/mostsouthernplace.htm
Or e-mai l  Dr. Luther Brown: lbrown@deltastate.edu

Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this website do not 
necessarily reflect those of  the National Endowment for the Humanities
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