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CLASS: Sociology 

UNIT: Race and Ethnicity 

LESSON TOPIC: Black Lives Matter 

LEARNING TARGET: I can explain ways that discrimination currently exist in the United States 

DAY 1: Background information – PowerPoint with pictures to illustrate unfamiliar items and concepts 

1. Sharecropping in the South – A condition of semi-slavery 

 Briefly explain structure and economics of plantations under slavery 

- Purchase price of slave in 1805 = $750 which is the present day equivalent of $150,000 

- Owner had the right to sell offspring of female slaves they owned 

- Owner provided food, shelter, and clothing 

- No additional payment to “hands” 

 Plantations post-Civil War 

- Land owner (usually white) leased the land on credit to sharecropper 

- 1 man, 1 mule, 10 acres of land 

- Layout of plantation with shotgun shacks (or double shotgun shacks) located close to road and 

other sharecropper shacks while cotton crops were behind the shacks) 

- Work involved in growing cotton: planting, chopping cotton, harvesting, cotton weighed 

- child labor and its impact on education 

- Settlement day (in theory the sharecropper gets paid but in reality they often end up in debt to 

the land owner for the furnish)  

- Highlight economic dependence on keeping landowner happy and potential for economic 

destruction if you were found to be politically active as an agitator 

- Credit to purchase supplies would be extended either at the company store owned by the 

plantation owner or a local store that had an agreement to extend credit to the plantation’s 

workers 

Local Iowa Tie: Point out similarities between share cropping and coal mining in Iowa.  

- Company provided housing 

- Company store 

- Small likelihood of advancing economically 

- Highlight all Black coal mining town of Buxton, Iowa.  

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/buxton-iowa-1895-1927 

2. Culture of Segregation in Mississippi Delta  

- Jim Crow laws legalized segregation  

- Examples of Jim Crow Laws:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Jim_Crow_law_examples_by_state 

- Separate But Equal educational doctrine was overturned by the 1954 Supreme Court ruling in 

the Brown vs. the Board of Education as the Court ruled that separate could not be equal. Other 

institutions were not integrated until the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/buxton-iowa-1895-1927
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Jim_Crow_law_examples_by_state


Local Iowa Tie: Why was segregation not prevalent in Iowa? 

- Shorter growing season meant there was less demand for “hands” to live and work year round 

- Corn and soybeans did not require as many “hands” to grow 

- Low population of African Americans 

- Segregation was officially illegal in Iowa (though it did exist) 

3. Great Migration – the movement of six million African Americans out of the rural southern United 

States and into the urban Northeast, Midwest, and West that occurred between 1910 - 1970 

 Causes  

- Growing dissatisfaction with treatment and lack of opportunities 

- Invention of mechanical combine for harvesting cotton 

- Displaced workers and lack of jobs for black people 

- Great availability of manufacturing jobs in Chicago 

 

 Differences between the Mississippi Delta and Chicago 

- Good paying jobs in manufacturing industry extended to African Americans regardless of 

education 

- Steady income lead to a black middle class that could afford nice clothes, cars, and telephones 

- No expectation to use “yes, sir” or “no, sir” 

- Black people could talk back to white people 

- Blacks could both register and vote 

 

 Similarities between life in the Mississippi Delta and Chicago 

- White Flight – departure of white people from the cities as more people of other races move in 

- Real estate agents would approach white residents and inform them that a black family was 

moving in. At the same time, the realtor would offer to buy their house for a low amount of 

money, and then turn around and sell the same house to a black family for 2-3x the amount 

they paid 

- Black families in white neighborhoods were often terrorized (rocks thrown through windows 

and homes burned) 

Mississippi Delta was still seen as “home” and some family members may stay behind. Reunions to the 

Delta are still common. 

Local Iowa Tie: Current “Brain Drain” of Iowa as Iowans educated at state universities at a discounted 

rate leave Iowa for the coasts and high paying jobs. 

DAY 2: Case study of Emmett Till 

1. Background information on Emmett Till 

- Family originally from Mississippi Delta 

- Extended family remained in Mississippi while Emmett’s parents and grandparents moved to 

Chicago during the Great Migration 

- Emmett’s mother was hesitant to send him to Mississippi to visit family 

- Emmett had not been exposed to the social norms and mores of the Delta that were expected 

such as stepping off the sidewalk when a white woman passed, saying “yes, Ma’am” or “yes, sir” 



2. Students will watch American Experience video  

3. Back channel discussion during video to allow students the opportunity to ask teacher questions for 

clarification or for class discussion using quizlet.com 

DAY 3: Case study of Trayvon Martin  

1. Class will read about the Trayvon Martin case.   

 Article choices listed here: http://topics.time.com/trayvon-martin/articles/ 

 

2. As a class, Students will create a Venn diagram illustrating the similarities and differences between 

the Till and Martin case using Venn diagram on front board 

 Examples of similarities may include: 

- Teenage, black boys 

- Southern state (Mississippi – 1955 and Florida -2012) 

- Purchased candy at local store 

- Not in their home area 

- Private life of boys and their families scrutinized after murder 

- Jury acquittal  

- Media description of case may have prejudiced public on the facts 

- Public outcry 

 Examples of differences may include: 

1955 –Emmett Till  

- Defense claimed the body discovered in the river was not that of Emmett Till 

- Limited initial media coverage 

2012 – Treyvon Martin 

- Defense claimed George Zimmerman was acting in self-defense under Florida’s Stand Your 

Ground statute 

 

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK: students will research an additional cases to compare and contrast to the 

Emmett Till and Trayvon Martin cases.   

 Other cases that could be investigated include: 

- Ernest Satterwhite = Edgefield County, South Carolina (2014) 

- Dontre Hamilton = Milwaukee, Wisconsin (2014) 

- Eric Garner = New York City (2014) 

- John Crawford III = Dayton, Ohio (2014) 

- Michael Brown = Ferguson, Missouri (2014) 

- Levar Jones = Columbia, South Carolina (2014) 

- Tamar Rice = Cleveland, Ohio (2014) 

- Rumain Brisbon = Phoenix, Arizona (2014) 

- Charley “Africa” Leundeu Keunang = Las Angeles, California (2015) 

- Naeschylus Vinzant = Aurora, Colorado (2015) 

- Tony Robinson = Madison, Wisconsin (2015) 

- Anthony Hill = Chamblee, Georgia (2015) 

- Walter Scott = North Charleston, South Carolina (2015) 

http://topics.time.com/trayvon-martin/articles/


DAY 4: Hate Group Investigation 

 Students will complete page one of the Hate Group Investigation worksheet 

 Read and summarize two articles from the Southern Poverty Law Centers Intelligence Report 

DAY 5: Hate Group Investigation 

 Students will complete page two of the Hate Group Investigation worksheet 

Research currently active hate groups and explain what groups are active in their state 

 

SCROLL DOWN TO FOLLOWING PAGE FOR HATE GROUP INVESTIGATION WORKSHEET. 

  



Sociology      NAME _____________________________ 

Race and Ethnicity Unit 

Hate Groups Investigation Worksheet 

 

There are many active hate groups throughout America today.  In order to destroy hate, you must 

understand it.  In this activity, you will investigate the various hate groups and what they believe.   

 

PROCEDURE: 

A.  Go to www.splcenter.org 

 

B. On the left hand side of the Southern Poverty Law Center’s website, click on “Intelligence Report.”  

Then click on either the current issue’s cover or “Browse all Issues” to explore other recent articles.  

Read and summarize two articles. 

1. Article #1 Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Article #2 Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

 

 

2. SUMMARY: 

 

4. SUMMARY: 

 

http://www.splcenter.org/


C. On the left hand side of the web page, click on “Hate Incidents.”  Read the summaries of Hate 

Incidents that took place in Iowa.  Respond to the following questions: 

5. Do the incidents that took place in Iowa surprise you?  

6. Explain: 

 

 

 

D. On the left hand side of the web page, click on “Hate Map” and answer the following questions in 

detail: 

7. What is the definition of a hate group?  

8. What types of activities do hate groups participate in? 

9. How many hate groups are active in the U.S.? 

10. Which section of the country has the largest number of hate groups? 

11. Which state has the largest number of hate groups? 

12. How many hate groups are active in that state? 

13. How many hate groups are active in Iowa? 

14. Which hate groups are active in Iowa? 

 What are the main beliefs (who they hate, what they do) of the following hate groups: 

Group Who What 

Neo-Nazi 

 
15. 16. 

Racist Skinhead 

 
17. 18. 

Anti-Immigrant 

 
19. 20. 

Anti-Muslim 

 
21. 22. 

Anti-Gay 

 
23. 24. 

Christian 

Identity 

 

25. 26. 

Holocaust 

Denial 

 

27. 28. 

Black 

Separatists 

 

29. 30. 

Ku Klux Klan 

 
31. 32. 

 

33. What does it say about our society that these hate groups exist? 

 


