
The Most Southern Place On Earth | Jennifer La Place 
 

Lesson Submission:  Delta Center for Culture and Learning (Cleveland, MS) 

Title:  The Emmett Till Case 

Grade Level:  10 & 11 
 
Course(s):  US History and 
American Government 

Subject:  Social Studies 
 
Time:  Five Class Periods  
 

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending 
to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7 
Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 
analysis in print or digital text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9 
Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1.A 
Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events. 
Assessment: 
Formative:  Teacher will discuss with student groups progress during the week.  Exit tickets 
will be provided to students on day four (4) and five (5).   
 
Summative:  Government students will present the Emmett Till case to Humanities 10 (US 
History) students during a double blocked period.  Humanities 10 (US History) students will 
be provided with student created exit tickets at the end of the presentation.  Government 
student groups will be graded on a presentation rubric (attached).   
Activities: 

1. Students will be assigned to groups. 
a. Background 
b. Persons Involved 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/9-10/2/
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c. Location 
d. Timeline 
e. Sequence of Events 
f. Forensic Report 

2. In groups, students will review the following and prepare a presentation for 
sophomore students: 

a. FBI Investigative Report into Emmett Till (2004-2006) Part 1 & 2 
b. Students will read and disseminate the information to complete their assigned 

part. 
c. Students will be required to put the information into multimedia format to 

teach the information to sophomores about the Emmett Till case. 
d. Students should also focus on answering the following:  Why did the FBI take 

on the case (federalism)? Apply your understanding of civil liberties and civil 
rights to this case.  (All government students must complete a five paragraph 
essay that answers these questions—typed and uploaded to Google Classroom 
Assignment “Federalism/Civil Rights/Liberties.” (PDF format) 

e. Student groups will work to make a seamless presentation with appropriate 
transitions when teaching the lesson. 

f. Groups must have visuals available to make their presentation sound.  This can 
include handouts, guided notes, maps, graphs, charts, timelines, etc. 

3. Students should research the case and discern alternative and opposing claims and 
explain these clearly to sophomore class.   

4. Class will develop an exit ticket for sophomores that encompasses understanding of 
the presentation.  Class will work to come to a consensus on the exit ticket.   

5. All material will be uploaded to Google Class Assignment (E. Till) two days prior to 
presentation to Humanities 10 class.  Please see assignment in Google Classroom.  

a. Multimedia (PDF)/Video (Appropriate Format that can be viewed on CCS 
system.) 

b. Handouts (PDF) 
c. If you have an artifact take a picture and upload to Google Classroom.  
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Exit Ticket #1:  E. Till (Research)—Day 4 

What are four (4) notable differences you have discerned from the 1955 case and the FBI resources from 
2004-2006? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Exit Ticket #2:  E. Till (Response)—Day 5 

What has struck you most about this case?  Was justice served?  Explain your answer using evidence.    

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Oral Presentation Rubric 
 

 
Traits Presented 

4 
Exceeds Standard 

3 
Meets Standard 

2 
Progressing to 

Standard 

1 
Below 

Standard 
Content Opening Opening captivates the 

audience with interest 
and/or intrigue. 

Interesting opening; 
engages audience. 

Opening is 
minimally engaging. 

Opening is not 
engaging. 

 Focus Purpose of presentation 
is clear.  Supporting 
ideas maintain 
exceptional focus on the 
topic 

Topic of the 
presentation is clear.  
Content consistently 
supports the purpose. 

Presentation lacks 
clear direction. 

No clear focus. 
 

 Organization Information/ideas are 
presented in a 
consistently logical 
sequence.  
Transition/connections 
are eloquent.  A strong 
sense of wholeness is 
conveyed.  Conclusion 
leaves the audience with 
a strong sense of closure. 

Important ideas and 
information are 
identified for the 
audience.  
Information/ideas are 
presented in a logical 
sequence with few 
lapses.  Transitions 
and connections are 
made.  Closing 
effectively 
summarizes the 
presentation. 

Irrelevant, 
unnecessary 
information detracts.  
Big ideas are not 
specifically 
identified.  There are 
significant lapses in 
the order of ideas.  
Transitions are 
inconsistent and 
weak or missing.  
Closing demonstrates 
an attempt to 
summarize. 

No clear 
organization.  Ideas 
do not connect with 
one another.  There 
are no clear 
transitions.  No 
closing is evident. 

Presentation Speech Commands audience 
politely using eye 
contact, making sure 
audience is ready.  Can 
be heard by all members 
of audience without 
assistance.  Uses visual 
aid as guide or outline 
for speaking.  
Consistently maintains 
eye contact. 

Makes sure audience 
is ready before 
starting.  May need 
reminders from 
audience to speak up; 
generally consistent, 
maintains eye contact, 
minimizes reliance on 
notes. 

Makes occasional 
eye contact, makes 
few attempts to 
command audience; 
may start speaking 
before audience is 
ready.  Needs 
reminders from 
audience to speak up.  
Mostly reads from 
notes. 

Audience hears 
with great 
difficulty.  Reads 
notes and seldom 
establishes eye 
contact. 

 Visual Aid Visual aid readable and 
attractive from all parts 
of the room.  Graphic is 
clear and professional 
looking, enhancing the 
message. 

Visual aid readable 
from all parts of the 
room.  Graphic is 
neat.  Appropriate 
subject chosen to 
depict message. 

Visual aid is not 
completely 
accessible to all 
audience members.  
Graphic may be 
messy. Visual may 
not be most 
appropriate to 
support presentation. 

Visual aid 
undecipherable.  
Graphic detracts 
from message.  
Messy or 
inappropriate 
visual. 

 Question & 
Answer 

Speaker expands upon 
previous statements.  
Cites additional 
examples to answer 
question. 
 

Thoughtful, concise 
response.  Conveys 
knowledge of subject. 

Response not clear or 
did not add to 
comprehension of 
the listener. 

Could not answer 
questions or 
answers are 
irrelevant. 
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