
Grades 4-5 HCPSS Visual Arts Unit Plan DRAFT 

Course Title: Grades 4-5: Intermediate:  Making Artistic Choices 

UNIT TITLE:  Object Self-Portraits 

OVERVIEW (Problem Statement):   
Students will create an object portrait based on their own lives and experiences.  Object portraits are not traditional.  Instead of being 
figural, they are composed of symbols that represent the person who is the subject.  In this way they become a piece of narrative art as 
well. 
Hopefully, this unit will be completed in combination with the B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretative Center in Indianola, MS.  
Therefore, students in their outreach program in the summer on site (Art of Living Smart) would do the same unit.  If that wasn’t possible, 
maybe it could be done in partnership with another school in the Delta with an art program.  The results of each location would be 
compared/contrasted, and hopefully shown together in some format.   

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:   
 How can students decipher and use symbols to represent themselves?   
 How does artwork by master artists influence thinking and creating about one’s own experiences, or the experiences of others? 
 How can students create a piece of artwork from applied knowledge learned and acquired in another subject area? 

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:  12”x18”/90lbs.+ paper, Tempera Paint, Acrylic Paint, Brushes (flats and rounds of varying sizes), Palettes, Oil 
Pastels, Chalk Pastels, Colored Pencils, Drawing Pencils, Erasers, Sketchbooks, Old Maps (for backgrounds, etc.), Spray Fixative, Drying 
Rack, LCD Projector, Screen, Laptop,    

TIME FRAME: 7-9 60min. periods 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

RESPONDING: The synthesis of 
meaning, context, and process through 
interaction with, and connection to the 
visual world. 

 Describe visual elements of a work of art 
to determine relevant information for the 
purpose of understanding the artist’s 
intent. 

 Recognize how artists use different 
tools, materials, processes, and 

CREATING: The process of conceiving 
and developing new and/or personal 
ideas through art making. 

 
 Use select strategies to generate ideas 

for a given art problem. 
 Develop a personal work of art inspired 

by master artists or an interdisciplinary 
theme.   

 Use formal qualities to solve art 
problems. 

PRESENTING: The relating of personal 
artistic intent and choices through 
reflections, thoughtful presentation 
and/or exhibition of personal work. 
 Develop a reflective statement utilizing 

appropriate art vocabulary that explains 
the compositional choices, influences, 
personal meaning, or technical process 
based upon established criteria. 

 Use established criteria to evaluate 
completeness for presentation. 



techniques to solve specific visual 
problems 

 Recognize how artistic styles and 
themes reflect cultural, societal, and/or 
personal meaning. 

 

 Use feedback and criteria to further 
develop and improve personal 
responses to art problems. 

 Effectively use resources and 
established criteria to solve art 
problems and persevere through a 
multi-step process within established 
time parameters. 

 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessing Student Planning:   
Students will complete a planning sheet 
based on symbols from the following 
categories:  Personal, Regional, and 
Familial.  Then they will complete at least 
two sketches for their final object portrait in 
their sketchbooks. 
 

Assessing Student Products: 
Students will complete an object portrait that 
reflects their lives. 
 The student will use materials in ways 

previously instructed, such as tempera 
paint, acrylic, or pastels (chalk or oil)   

 Their artwork must contain a strong 
composition. 

 The composition will be comprised 
entirely of at least 8-10 symbols. 

 

Assessing Student Reflections:   
Students will complete an artist statement 
using at least 10 sentences. 

VOCABULARY AND CONCEPTS 

Art Vocabulary: 
Composition, Sketch, Portrait, Size, 
Proportion, Space, Color, Balance, Line, 
Variety, Shape, Marsden Hartley, Francis 
Pacabia 
 
 
 
 

Process Vocabulary: 
Object Portrait, Overlap, Photomontage, Oil 
Pastel, Blending, Mixing, Precision, 
Planning, Tint/Shade, Palette, Artist 
Statement, Reflection 
 
 
 
 

Historical/Cultural Vocabulary: 
Symbolism, Regionalism, Symbol, Region, 
Representation, Race, Diversity, Geography,  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Art Concepts: 
 Line can be distorted to abstract and 

simplify forms. 
 Shapes can overlap to show an illusion 

of space. 
 Color can be associated with 

environmental symbols. 
 Color can be used to unify a 

composition. 
 Space can be achieved through variation 

of size, shape, and placement. 
 Space can be arranged to show the 

proximity of objects within a composition. 
 Space can be perceived as background 

or object area. 
 Balance can be achieved through the 

arrangement of line, shape, color, and 
space within a composition. 

 Variety can be achieved by changing the 
size of line, shape, color, or space within 
a composition. 

Process Concepts: 
 Object Portraits are a different 

interpretation of a traditional art form. 
 Object Portraits are comprised of only 

symbols. 
 Lines can overlap to show an illusion of 

space. 
 Blending pastels can occur through use 

of the finger, stump, or overlapping color. 
 Mixing of paint can be done through use 

of black/white or complimentary colors. 
 

Historical/Cultural Concepts: 
 A symbol is something that stands for, or 

represents something else. 
 Symbolism is the use of symbols to 

represent ideas or qualities. 
 A region is typically referred to as a 

geographical place where a person is 
from, or becomes a major part of that 
person’s life. 

 Sometimes in society people are defined 
by their gender or race. 

 
 

INTERVENTIONS: 
Time: 
 Make scheduling adjustments as necessary for days off (for holidays, prof. development, etc.) or classes missed (for assemblies, half 

days, etc.) 
 Encourage students to do their some of their own research at home for their hero/heroine 
Special Education: 
 For students with IEP’s (depending on severity of disability and IEP) 

o Adapt expectations for composition and ability to choose/use particular materials. 
o Work and plan with Student Assistants (SA) and how to use certain materials/media. 
o Availability of adaptive scissors, brushes, grips, and gluten-free materials (if necessary). 
o Possible necessity of break times set during class time. 
o Make some symbols available for students for modeling. 



ENRICHMMENT: 
 This unit could be team taught or co-taught with teachers in social studies or language arts to add to the experience.   
 If it were possible to teach the unit to Delta children as well, the students in both Howard Co. (MD) and the Delta could read about each 

other’s locations, and compare/contrast the differences.   

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS:  
 Social studies:  For the study of a region, it’s history, etc. 
 Math:  In the use of proportion, measurement, and size/shape. 
 Language Arts:  In the completion of an artist statement. 

RESOURCES & BIBLIOGRAPHY:   
 Teacher developed PowerPoint Presentation on Object Portraits and Symbolism  
 Student Planning Sheet  
 Visuals of the artwork of the artists and artwork featured in the PowerPoint  
 Daily Demonstrations 
 Artist Statement Sheet 
 Bibliography: 
Cassidy, D. M.  (2005).  Marsden Hartley: Race, Region, and Nation.  Lebanon, NH:  University Press New England. 
Fort, I. S.  (2014).  Marsden Hartley: The German Paintings, 1913-1915.  Los Angeles, CA:  DAP/LACMA.   
Kenan, R. & Mauskopf, N.  (1997).  A Time Not Here: The Mississippi Delta.  Santa Fe, NM:  Twin Palms.   
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Shawhan, D. S.  (2011).  Spirit of the Delta: The Art of Carolyn Norris.  Jackson, MS:  University Press of Mississippi. 
Walters, G.  (2008).  Delta Dreamin’.  Brandon, MS:  Quail Ridge Press.  



               
(Above is just a sampling of the artwork mentioned.  The left and middle are Hartley, the right is Picabia.) 

 
 
 

ELEMENTARY COMMON CORE OBJECTIVES 

LITERACY STANDARDS 
(Reading) 

• Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a 
work of art or story. 

• Describe 
characters/elements in a 
work of art or story and 
explain how they 
contribute to the meaning.  

• Compare and contrast 
two or more versions of 
the same narrative by 

LITERACY STANDARDS 
(Writing) 

• Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  

• Develop and strengthen 
writing and works of art as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach. 

LITERACY STANDARDS 
(Speaking) 

• Participate in 
collaborative 
conversations with 
diverse partners about 
grade level specific texts 
with peers and adults in 
small and larger groups 

• Ask and answer 
questions about what a 
speaker says in order to 
clarify comprehension, 

MATH STANDARDS 
 

• Make sense of problems 
and persevere in solving 
them. 

• Use appropriate tools 
strategically. 

• Attend to precision. 
• Look for and make use of 

structure. 
 



different artists or from 
different cultures. 

 

• Conduct short research 
projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 

• Draw evidence from 
literary, informational texts 
or the visual world to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

 

gather additional 
information, or deepen 
understanding of a topic 
or issue. 

• Report on a work of art, 
tell a story, or recount an 
experience with 
appropriate fact and 
relevant, descriptive 
details, speaking clearly 
and understandably.  

 
 
 

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING 

Multiple Means of Engagement: 

• Small and large group discussions 
• Gallery walks 
• In-process / final critiques 
• One-on-one interactions, 

demonstrations with learners 
• Choice of subject matter within a 

theme 
 

Multiple Means of Representation: 

• Teacher modeling/demonstration of 
idea generation and execution, 
process and materials 

• Student participation in-process 
critiques to discuss their image and 
what is essential in their 
compositions 

• Process visuals 
• Providing multi-media exemplars and 

representations (video, web-sites, 
images, objects, posters, magazines, 
audio, teacher generated visual 
resources, and texts) 

• Showing a wide variety of master 
and student solutions to posed 
problem 

Multiple Means of Action & Expression: 

• Creating sketches of ideas and 
exploring different solutions. 

• Persevering, refining ideas/meaning, 
compositions, and artistic techniques 

• Personal artworks (final artwork) 
• Manipulating materials and media 
• Writing reflections 

 

 


