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Subject: U.S. History 
Grade Level: Grade 10

Topic: Immigration and internal migration in the United 
States

Main Content Statement:

12. Immigration, internal migration and urbanization 
transformed American life.

http://education.ohio.gov/


Additional Content Statements:  
4. Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence and correlation in 

historical events, including multiple causation and long- and short-
term causal relations.

13. Following Reconstruction, old political and social structures 
reemerged and racial discrimination was institutionalized.

Content Elaborations:

Mass immigration at the turn of the 20th century made the country more 
diverse and transformed American life by filling a demand for workers, 
diffusing new traits into the American culture and impacting the growth of 
cities.

Many people left their farms for the cities seeking greater job opportunities. 
The Great Migration marked the mass movement of African Americans who 
fled the rural South for the urban North. They sought to escape prejudice 
and discrimination and secure better-paying jobs. They helped transform 
northern cities economically (e.g., as workers and consumers) and 
culturally (e.g., art, music, literature).

Urbanization transformed the physical nature of cities. Central cities 
focused on industry and commerce. Buildings became taller and tenement 
buildings provided housing for working families. Cities acquired additional 
land as they expanded outward.

The crowding of cities led to increased crime with the development of 
gangs. Improvements in transportation (e.g., trolleys, automobiles) 
facilitated the development of suburbs. A growing middle class could easily 
commute between residential areas and the central cities for business and 
recreation. 

Expectations For Learning:

Analyze and evaluate how immigration, internal migration and urbanization 
transformed American life… with a focus on the Mississippi Delta.



Time Needed: 

Three to four hours for general immigration; three to four hours needed for 
Mississippi immigration and internal migration. Some research and work 
will need to be completed as homework.

Pre-Assessment:

Ask students following questions to better understand their previous 
knowledge concerning immigration:
1) How has immigration to the U.S. changed over time?
2) What may have caused these changes?
3) Many immigrants came to the U.S. during the mid 1800’s and early 

1900’s. Which countries did they leave and why did they come to the 
United States?

*** Teacher should lead brief discussion to identify misconceptions and 
to inform instruction.

Post-Assessment:

Students will design and create a poster depicting and summarizing 
immigration from a country and its impact in the Mississippi Delta. Students 
should have maps, pictures, and statistics on their posters and charts. 

—————————————————————————-

Instructional Procedures:
Day One:

1. Students complete pre-assessment and share responses. Teacher 
provides additional information as needed.

2. Teacher displays photographs of immigrant families and analyze 
them with the class. Questions to consider:
a) What are immigrants carrying?
b) Why would these items be important for an immigrant?
c) How are they dressed?
d) What does their clothing say about their economic situation?



3. Hand out Attachment A, Guided Notes. Lead a discussion of 
immigration while students take notes.
a) Distinguish between 1st wave of immigrants (1830’s-1880’s 

Northern & Western Europe, post-1850 Chinese); and the 2nd 
wave of immigrants (after 1885 including Southern & Eastern 
Europe).

b) Discuss push factors including: religious persecution, 
overpopulation, famine, unemployment, escape from class 
systems and avoidance of military service.

c) Discuss pull factors including: employment opportunities, higher 
standard of living and religious and political freedom.

4. Have students use internet to locate the primary port of entry for 
immigrants on both the east and west coasts.

5. Have students use internet to locate cities that had large immigrant 
populations. Discuss the reasons immigrants settled in particular 
neighborhoods within a city.

6. Have students research and discuss what immigrants did to make a 
living after arrival in the U.S. Emphasize that the work immigrants 
often did was dangerous or dirty and that most immigrants were 
poorly paid.

7. Students should summarize the changes in American society (make 
predictions concerning the area of the Mississippi Delta) related to 
this wave of immigration. Teacher should type answers on a 
powerpoint for students to see.

Day Two:

1. Finish discussion related to Attachment A, Guided Notes, if not 
completed the day before.

2. Distribute a copy of the 5-paged article Mississippi Delta by Charles 
Reagan Wilson (published April 2004) to each student and read in 
class followed by a discussion.
http://southernspaces.org/2004/mississippi-delta

3. Teacher informs students of a link from National Park Services called 
https://www.nps.gov/nhl/learn/delta/volume2/history.htm.  The link has 
a document called History and Culture - Volume 2 - Draft Heritage 
Study and Environmental Assessment. The focus is on History and 
Culture of the Lower Mississippi Delta. There are 5 mini-sections to 

http://southernspaces.org/2004/mississippi-delta
https://www.nps.gov/nhl/learn/delta/volume2/history.htm


this document, but the sections to focus on for this lesson are 
AFRICAN-AMERICANS: FROM SLAVERY TO EQUALITY, and THE 
DELTA ECONOMY.  Teacher should emphasize the critical parts that 
coincide with Content Statement #12 (the entire article is 22 pages).

4. Pass out Attachment C, Immigrants and Internal Migration in the 
Delta. Students need to pick and research 1-2 groups of people who 
came to the Delta (web links provided). Work will be completed with 
one partner. 

5. Information concerning what goes on poster board can be found on 
Attachment B, All On Board. Students also complete page 2 of 
Attachment B, Reflection Questions. Students will share their 
responses from Reflection Questions in a 2-minute oral presentation. 
Posters from students should be displayed in the classroom to let 
students learn more about a group that they did not research.



Immigration to the United States – Grade 10  
Attachment A 
Guided Notes

Directions: As you listen to the guided discussion, answer the following questions. 

1. List or name countries from which large numbers of people immigrated to the United 
States during the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

2. Using the internet/textbook, locate ports-of-entry for immigrants into the United States 
during that time period. List the ports-of-entry here. 

3. Using the internet/textbook, locate cities that had large immigrant populations. List the 
cities here. 

4. Describe what immigrants did to make a living after their arrival in the United States.  

5. What are some reasons why people left their homeland (push factors)? Give reasons why 
people immigrated to the United States during the Great Wave (pull factors).  

 
Push Factors       Pull Factors 

 

     6. After examining immigration of the late 1800s and early 1900s, what conclusions can  
 you draw about immigration? 



Immigration to the United States – Grade 10  
Attachment B (page 1 of 2) 

All On Board

Directions: Millions of people left their homelands and relocated to the United States between 
1891 and 1921. Your assignment is to choose a country that had significant immigration to the 
United States during this time and create a poster about immigration.  Using your Guided Notes 
handout as a reference, on a regular sized poster board, you are to: 

1. Show on 2 maps the migration routes from your country to the port-of-entry or entries 
and eventual destination region of the United States. 

2. Portray the immigrant experience through photographs of the time. 
3. Create graphs representing factual information about immigration from your country. 
4. Analyze how your country’s immigrants were influenced by push/pull factors. 

Scoring Guidelines 
Exemplary (2) Proficient (1) Unsatisfactory (0)

The poster displays more than 
one historically accurate map 
showing immigration routes 
from the selected country and 
places of settlement in the 
United States.

The poster displays one 
historically accurate map; 
either of immigration routes 
or settlement location in the 
United States.

The poster does not display a  
historically accurate map.

The poster displays more than 
one historical photograph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster displays one 
historical photograph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster displays no 
historical photograph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster displays more than 
one historically accurate graph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster displays one 
historically accurate graph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster does not display a 
historically accurate graph 
concerning immigration or 
immigrants from the selected 
country.

The poster analyzes at least 
one push factor and one pull 
factor.

The poster analyzes one push 
factor or one pull factor.

The poster does not analyze 
any push factors or pull 
factors.



Immigration to the United States – Grade 10  
Attachment B (page 2 of 2) 

Reflection Questions

Directions: After completing the group poster, each student is to reflect on their learning by 
answering the following questions: 

1. What did you learn during this lesson? 

2. What is one thing you would have liked to have learned more about? 

3. What misconceptions did you have about immigration prior to the lesson? 

4. How did the lesson impact your thinking about immigration and political policies today? 



Immigration to the United States – Grade 10  
Attachment C 

 Immigrants & Internal Migration in the Delta

African-Americans in the Mississippi Delta 
http://mississippidelta.com/ 

http://www.visitmississippi.org/sitepages/history-and-heritage#african-
american-history 

http://www.aaregistry.org/search/node/mississippi 

http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Mississippi_Delta 

The Great Migration 
http://www.inmotionaame.org/
print.cfm;jsessionid=f8303421741467743804635?migration=9&bhcp=1

Chinese in Mississippi 
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/86/mississippi-chinese-

an-ethnic-people-in-a-biracial-society

http://mississippideltachinese.webs.com/

Irish in Mississippi 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/debra-devi/delta-blues_b_2313109.html 

Italians in Mississippi  
http://mshistory.k12.ms.us/articles/88/italians-in-mississippi 

Jews in Mississippi 
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/90/jews-in-mississippi 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Mississippi.html 

http://mississippidelta.com/
http://www.visitmississippi.org/sitepages/history-and-heritage#african-american-history
http://www.aaregistry.org/search/node/mississippi
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Mississippi_Delta
http://www.inmotionaame.org/print.cfm;jsessionid=f8303421741467743804635?migration=9&bhcp=1
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/86/mississippi-chinese-an-ethnic-people-in-a-biracial-society
http://mississippideltachinese.webs.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/debra-devi/delta-blues_b_2313109.html
http://mshistory.k12.ms.us/articles/88/italians-in-mississippi
http://mshistorynow.mdah.state.ms.us/articles/90/jews-in-mississippi
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Mississippi.html


Lebanese in Mississippi 
https://www.questia.com/library/journal/1G1-352037987/mississippi-mahjar-
lebanese-immigration-to-the-mississippi 

Mexicans in Mississippi 
http://borderzine.com/2013/05/a-tale-of-unwritten-mexican-american-

history-told-on-the-mississippi-delta-tamale-trail/ 

http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-f8de-a3d9-e040-
e00a18064a99  

https://books.google.com/books?
id=7smDaVayHFIC&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=mexicans+in+delta
+mississippi&source=bl&ots=pIbmnHyicl&sig=KGIHB9axk8YMmlVmoKE1o
1YKgfI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj68aqz5-bNAhWFFz4KHQsBD-
I4ChDoAQhGMAY#v=onepage&q=mexicans%20in%20delta
%20mississippi&f=false

Vietnamese in Mississippi 
http://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/372/vietnamese-in-
mississippi 

 

https://www.questia.com/library/journal/1G1-352037987/mississippi-mahjar-lebanese-immigration-to-the-mississippi
http://borderzine.com/2013/05/a-tale-of-unwritten-mexican-american-history-told-on-the-mississippi-delta-tamale-trail/
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-f8de-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
https://books.google.com/books?id=7smDaVayHFIC&pg=PA335&lpg=PA335&dq=mexicans+in+delta+mississippi&source=bl&ots=pIbmnHyicl&sig=KGIHB9axk8YMmlVmoKE1o1YKgfI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj68aqz5-bNAhWFFz4KHQsBD-I4ChDoAQhGMAY#v=onepage&q=mexicans%20in%20delta%20mississippi&f=false
http://www.mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/articles/372/vietnamese-in-mississippi

