
Ryan Waldhart 
“Most Southern Place on Earth” - NEH Workshop 

Unit Title:  “The Expensive Price of a Rich & Beautiful Music Culture - A 
Collaborative Unit” 

Objective: To create awareness and draw connections regarding the topic of 
how the blues are a direct result of black oppression.  This unit will incorporate 
the 8th Grade Social Studies, Reading, Band, and possibly Art classes. 
  
Rationale: I believe there is a significant lack of understanding in northern U.S. 
schools regarding just how severe the oppression of black citizens was in the 
South, specifically in the Mississippi Delta. 
  
Components: 

1. Ask administration for funds to obtain the traveling display. 

2. Coordinate with past NEH participant, Jenny Morgan, and other 8th grade 
team members a plan to coordinate with an already great Emmett Till unit, 
a look at the importance of the Blues among the Black community. 

3. My students will listen to samples of authentic Delta Blues recordings and 
discuss the soulful meaning and story behind the music.  We will also 
discuss the significance of the Blues on the landscape of American music 
as a whole. 

4. Draw connections to the Emmett Till story and the significance of blues 
music. 

5. Students will create display materials in band, art, and social studies 
classes. 



6. For March Concert/Art Show, the 8th grade band will present a blues 
piece that is representative of the South, the Art fair will consist of art 
samples that are representative of the Mississippi Delta, displays of 
student projects will be on hand, along with the Delta Center traveling 
display. 

  

How Will I Know that the Students Have Learned: 
Through this multi-layered, cross-curricular unit, we will engage in discussions 
regarding connections between music and the struggles/oppression of black 
folks in the Delta.  The goal is to touch emotions as students learn the Emmett 
Till story, learn the true way of life in the Delta,  and recognize the important 
role that music, specifically the blues and spirituals played.  We will also extend 
the discussions to include the role that blues/spirituals played on more 
contemporary artists and styles of music.  Most of the efforts will be in the form 
of group based projects, with peer assessments in place.  Rubrics will be 
developed to align with current writing and project rubrics already in place 
within our school district.


