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Fannie Lou Hamer 

 
Fannie Lou Hamer was an influential player in the civil rights movement of the 1960s. 

Your task is to create a symbolic portrait of her life and times.  
  

What is a symbolic portrait? 

  

A symbolic portrait is an assembled piece of art that tells the story of an individual 

with symbols. It can be a sculpture, a mixed media piece, a drawing, etc. The piece does 

not contain a picture of the individual, but rather symbols of life events and ideas that 

the person encompasses. 
  

In other words, this is like a research paper that relies more on images and symbols 

than words. To successfully accomplish this task, you must know a wide array of 

information about Ms. Hamer. 
  

Your mission: 

  

Individually or in small groups do the following. 
  

1. Research Fannie Lou Hamer. 

2. Complete the biography questionnaire. 

3. Create a symbolic portrait based on the information you discovered from the 

biography questionnaire. 

 Each stage of her life must be represented in addition to one major life 

event. 

 Art supplies will be provided, but you are only limited by your own creativity. 

4. Title your piece. 

5. Be prepared to discuss your creation with the class. 
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Biography Worksheet 

 

Answer the following questions on this paper. 

 

1. Subject’s name   

2. Place of birth  

3. Date of birth   

4. Date of death (if applicable)  

5. Place of death (if applicable)  

6. Burial location (if mentioned)  

7. Interesting facts about their 

childhood (parents, siblings, 

people that influenced them, 

interests, etc.)  

 

8. Place(s) where they lived. 

Include dates and explain 

how each place influenced 

them. 

 

9. What inspired them? (What 

events happened in their life 

to make them become the 

person they became? e.g., 

education, work experiences, 

historical events, family life, 

lost love, etc.) 

 

10. Where applicable, explain any 

obstacles they faced, such as 

character flaws, conflicts 

with other people or with 

society, prejudice, mental or 

physical illness, etc. 
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11. How successful was this 

person during his/her 

lifetime? (Did they win 

awards, earn money, become 

popular, etc. from their 

work? Be sure to list the 

their accomplishments 

throughout their lifetime.  

 

12. In what ways did they 

represent themselves within 

their work? 

 

13. Why is this person 

considered influential? (What 

was/is unique or revolutionary 

about them?) If possible, 

name other people influenced 

by this person. 

 

14. Identify five (5) 

characteristics of this 

person and give specific 

examples of when they 

demonstrated these 

characteristics. You should 

focus on their personal life 

and professional life only.  

 

15.  What are themes present 

within the person’s life and 

work? 
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Teacher Notes 

Attached you will find examples of symbolic portraits. 

Depending on the grade level, a lesson on symbolism and/or theme would be beneficial to their final product. It 

is important that this activity is concluded with presentations to allow students to discuss their creations.  

        

F. Scott Fitzgerald           Tennessee Williams 


