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One of the most famous American writers, William Faulkner, a native of Mississippi, author of works of fiction set in the Deep South and winner of the Nobel Prize once wrote that “The past is never dead. It's not even past.” Your task with this paper is to evaluate Faulkner’s quote as it pertains to America’s troubled past and present regarding the issue of race. You have studied our founding documents and the American Ideals contained therein.  As a nation, can we move past our shameful legacy of slavery and uphold our most cherished ideals? Can we put the past behind us?
Guiding Question:

Does our nation have a realistic expectation, given past and current events, of adhering to the 
American Ideals with regard to the divisive issue of race? 

Your Tasks:
· Answer the guiding question in a well-developed paper (2 to 3 pages). Page limit is 3 pages. One point off for every line over 3 pages! (This paper is to be double-spaced, size 12 font, Times New Roman).
· Create a clear thesis statement: The thesis statement unifies and focuses an argument.  The thesis statement is not a topic sentence, but rather an assertion about a topic. It is your answer to the guiding question. 
· Clearly show that you are knowledgeable about our American Ideals.
· Clearly demonstrate how past and current events led you to arrive at your thesis.  
· Create clear topic sentences.
· Provide specific evidence from the sources (minimum of 3 quotes required).
· The paper’s 3 body paragraphs are organized around the ideals and topics you choose to write about.
· One body paragraph must focus on the Emmett Till case (the murder trial and/or the aftermath of the trial). 
Sample Outline

Introduction:  Set the stage for your reader.  Provide some historical context regarding both the American Ideals and the topic of race in America. You will want to remind the reader of the significance of the American Ideals, for example the work of Enlightenment philosopher John Locke and our founding documents (Declaration of Independence and Constitution). You will also want to remind the reader that race has been an important and controversial issue since the very founding of our nation. Your thesis will come at the end of the introductory paragraph. Your thesis is your answer to the guiding question. This is a persuasive paper so the body paragraphs will serve to convince the reader of the veracity of your thesis.
Body Paragraphs:  This paper will have three body paragraphs. 
· One body paragraph will deal with the Emmett Till case (and/or aftermath of the trial) and a relevant American Ideal(s). 
· The remaining body paragraphs will each deal with a topic related to race (selected from the topic list provided) and demonstrate for the reader whether or not the American Ideals were upheld in each instance.  
· In each body paragraph you will discuss the meaning of the American Ideal, evaluate whether or not that ideal was adhered to with regard to the topic at hand, and you will supply a compelling quote that supports your stance. 
· Wrap up each paragraph by returning to the guiding question and indicating the way in which the evidence presented in that paragraph informs your point of view regarding the guiding question. How did the information on that topic contribute to the development of your thesis statement?

Conclusion:   In the conclusion you will repeat your thesis and summarize your evidence, being sure that the reader can clearly see the main points within your analysis of whether or not there is a realistic expectation that America can live up to its own esteemed ideals with regard to the topic of race. You may wish to wrap up your paper making a statement about the continuing importance of the American Ideals, the significance of recent events and the fact that those events have prompted Americans to engage in a national dialogue about race in America.   
Important Dates

Outline Due: Friday, October 16
Rough Draft Due: Tuesday, October 20 (period 1), Wednesday October 21, (periods 4 & 8)
Final Paper Due: Friday, October 23
Your Outline

Thesis:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body ¶ 1: Emmett Till case and the related American Ideal(s)
TS:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body ¶ 2: Topic Two and the related American Ideal(s)
TS:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body ¶ 3: Topic Three and the related American Ideal(s) 
TS:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:  Reword your thesis and remind me of the major evidence.
