
Sharecroppers
This is a multi-day lesson for fourth grade to incorporate into a 

mini unit about the Civil Rights Movement.  
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https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/emmett-sharecropping-mississippi/#:~:text=Mississippi%20was%20among%20the%20last,exist%20in%20the%2021st%20century.
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/emmett-sharecropping-mississippi/#:~:text=Mississippi%20was%20among%20the%20last,exist%20in%20the%2021st%20century.


After the Civil War, slavery was abolished, but plantation owners still needed 
cheap labor to farm their fields.  They decided to start using a system called 
sharecropping.

Par  Sha: What words do you see in the word SHARECROPPING?  
What do you think it means?



What is a Sharecropper?
Let’s read about it here

https://kids.kiddle.co/Sharecropping


http://ushistoryvocab.weebly.com/sharecropping.html


Let’s read a few of Osceola 
memories about growing up the 
daughter of a Sharecropper.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgYkl6ychr4


Let’s use our Analyze a 
Photograph sheet to 
look at some photographs 
of sharecroppers 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/analyze-a-photograph-novice


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsa.8a16542/?co=fsa


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c25825/?co=fsa


Now, with a partner, 
choose 2-3 of the following 
pictures to analyze.  Be 
ready to share your 
thoughts.

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/analyze-a-photograph-novice


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsa.8a23051/?co=fsa


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c30149/?co=fsa


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/fsa.8a40854/?co=fsa


https://kids.britannica.com/students/assembly/view/256547


Reflection questions-

Do you think sharecropping is fair?  Why or why not?

How do you think sharecropping fits into the Civil Rights 
Movement?



Let’s read about a Civil Rights hero who was a sharecropper.

Fannie Lou Hamer

https://www.timeforkids.com/g34/fannie-lou-hamer-2/

