
             Ellen Davis lesson plan for NEH Most Southern Place on Earth 

Learning Activity to Teach “Hard History” on the Civil Rights Movement  

Inspired by the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN 

 

Overview: 

• Geared towards high school students 

• Students will create a timeline of events, actions, people, and places spanning the decades 

1900-1970 

• Students will research a specific topic (suggested topics below) and sources will be 

recommended 

• A one-pager template will be provided utilizing Canva for uniformity 

• Students will include a significant photograph from their research and annotated resources  

• One-pagers will be printed to create a physical timeline in the classroom that students will be 

able to manipulate and analyze 

• Students will then analyze several events in a piece of classroom writing 

• 2-3 class periods in block schedule 

 

Objectives: 

 Students will identify key events of the Civil Rights Movement and their place in time.   

 Students will select and research a topic related to the Civil Rights Movement in the United 
States. Suggested topics and resources will be provided. 

 Students will research and analyze nonfiction texts related to the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Students will summarize central idea and create an expository writing piece to contribute to 
the classroom timeline. (template available on Canva) 

 Optional: Students will analyze multiple timeline entries in a piece of expository writing. 
 
Materials: 
 

Topics list 
Suggested Resources 
Student Directions for Activity 
Rubric 
Canva template 

Printer 
Paper 
Timeline on classroom wall 
Examples (will show research on Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., KKK) 
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Suggested Topics to Research (other potential topics may be discussed with the teacher): 
 
24th Amendment 
Bayard Rustin 
Booker T. Washington 
Brown vs. Board of Education 
Church 
Charles McLaurin 
Citizen’s Councils 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
CORE 
Delta Blues 
Delta State University Sit-In 
Death of Emmett Till 
Fannie Lou Hamer 

Flood of 1927 
Freedom Rides 
Ida B. Wells 
Jim Crow Laws 
John Lewis 
Little Rock Nine 
Lunch Counter Sit-Ins 
Malcolm X 
March on Washington 
Medgar Evers 
Mississippi Delta 
Montgomery Bus Boycott 
NAACP 

Non-violence 
Plantations 
Ruby Bridges 
SCLC 
Selma 
Sharecropping 
SNCC 
Stax Records 
Thurgood Marshall 
Voting Rights Act 1965 
W.E.B. Dubois 

 
 
Prior Knowledge: 

 Civil Rights Movement and its core tenets   

 U.S. Constitution, including its amendments 
 
Activity:  
Students will 

1. select their topic 
2. utilize suggested resources to research and take notes on the topic 
3. select a significant photo 
4. created annotated source list 
5. using Canva template, analyze notes and create a one page entry for the timeline, including  

a. photo 
b. summary 
c. dates active 
d. background 
e. impact 
f. annotated sources 

6. discuss with class and place the entry onto the classroom timeline 
7. using 3-4 timeline entries, discuss in an analytical piece of writing the significance of the entries 

to the greater meaning of the Civil Rights Movement (optional) 
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Rubric: 

 
 
Sample Entry Using Canva Template: 

 
 
 
 
Suggested Resources: 
https://www.deltastate.edu/library/guides-to-the-collection-page/ 
https://libguides.rowan.edu/c.php?g=248072&p=7643766 
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/civil-rights-movement/ 
https://www.archives.gov/research/civil-rights 
https://libguides.lehman.edu/c.php?g=332027&p=2226578 
https://guides.lib.ua.edu/c.php?g=1002315&p=7258907 
https://libguides.uwf.edu/c.php?g=1113816&p=8121303 

https://www.deltastate.edu/library/guides-to-the-collection-page/
https://libguides.rowan.edu/c.php?g=248072&p=7643766
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/civil-rights-movement/
https://www.archives.gov/research/civil-rights
https://libguides.lehman.edu/c.php?g=332027&p=2226578
https://guides.lib.ua.edu/c.php?g=1002315&p=7258907
https://libguides.uwf.edu/c.php?g=1113816&p=8121303

