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NEH Lesson Plan:  The Most Southern Place on Earth:  Music, History, and Culture of the Mississippi Delta

Submitted by:  Carolyn Cagle
June 2018 Workshop
Jacqueline Smith:  "Legacy" Vs "Gentrification"
	Social Studies:  Grade Five


Jacqueline Smith:  "Legacy" vs. "Gentrification" will introduce the student to the effects political 

decisions of governments have on the lives of people.  Governmental decisions can have both positive and 

negative effects on different people.  Jacqueline Smith contends that she, and others of low income status, 

became victims of "gentrification" occurring in her inner city community of Memphis, Tn. due to the 

construction of a multimillion dollar museum to the "legacy" of Martin Luther King Jr. and the Civil 

Rights Movement  of the 1960's.   Proponents of the museum see the museum as a "legacy" honoring Dr. 

King and his achievements in the Civil Rights Movement:  bringing prosperity to the inner city 

community of Memphis, TN.  Jacqueline Smith proposes that "gentrification" of the locale surrounding 

the Lorraine Motel would not be what Martin Luther King Jr. fought for in the Civil Rights Movement.  

Ms. Smith contends that a multi-million dollar museum would not be commensurate with Dr. King's 

aspirations for the Civil Rights Movement, and instead of fostering a positive legacy for Dr. King, the 

museum's legacy is one of inequality, displacement of lower income individuals, and misplaced 

aggrandizement of the movement.  While researching Ms. Smith, students will learn about the Dr. King 

and the Civil Rights Movement of the 60s and will express their opinion of the opposing philosophies 

presented by writing a personal opinion essay.


	


	GSE:  Georgia Standards of Excellence:  Social Studies:  Grade Five   (Which standards are being specifically addressed in this lesson?) 
SS5H6 Describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between 1950-1975. 
a. Analyze the effects of Jim Crow laws and practices. 
b. Explain the key events and people of the Civil Rights movement: Brown v. Board of Education (1954), Montgomery Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, and civil rights activities of Thurgood Marshall, Lyndon B. Johnson, Cesar Chavez, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
c. Describe the impact on American society of the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
SS5E1 Use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events. 
a. Describe opportunity costs and their relationship to decision-making across time (e.g., decisions by individuals in response to rationing during WWII). 
b. Explain how price incentives affect people’s behavior and choices (e.g., decisions to participate in cattle trails because of increased beef prices). 
Map and Globe Skills
 The student will use a map to explain the impact of geography on historical and current events.  
	Agenda:  One Week Lesson Plan

· Statement of Standards.
·  Teacher review of the legacy of  Martin Luther King, Jr.:  his character,  his  mission,  his effect upon the history of the Civil Rights Movement in the 1960's
· Teacher introduction of Jacqueline  Smith,  the Lorraine Motel, and the National Civil Rights Museum At The Lorraine Motel. 
· Small Group Investigation of  the term "gentrification",  Jacqueline Smith, the Lorraine Motel, and the National Civil Rights Museum At The Lorraine Motel.
· Small Group Presentation of investigation.
· Discussion of "legacy" vs. "gentrification".
· Evaluation:  Student opinion essay.

	Notes:















	

	15 min.
	Get started/Drill/Do Now: 

Website tour of the National Civil Rights Museum At The Lorraine Motel.
www.civilrightsmusem.org


	
Teacher Observation of Students

	10 min
	Engage/Motivation: 

Photograph of Ms. Cagle and Jacqueline Smith projected on media board for students to observe. 
Question and Answer Session.

	Teacher Observation of Students:  Questions:  Do you know who this is?  What can you tell about this person's clothing?  Can you identify where she is standing?  What do notice in the photograph?  Who is standing with this person?   

	20 min
	Whole Group Instruction: 
	
Review of Martin Luther King Jr. and the 1960's Civil Rights Movement. 
 
	Teacher Observation

	 30-40 min
	Group Practice/Small Group Instruction: 
 Break into small group and distribute a different newspaper article to each group to read and discuss.  Newspaper articles listed below in Resources.


	Teacher Observation

	 
	Independent/Homework Practice: 

Each student should be given a copy of the newspaper articles distributed to all Small Groups.  Each student should choose two articles and read and highlight  pertinent information.

	Independent Practice and Homework:  Teacher checked.

	 60 min
	Presentation of Articles by Small Groups/Whole Group Discussion of Articles 

Discussion is teacher lead.

	Group participation checked by teacher.

	 60min
	Evaluation

Teacher  will assign three paragraph personal opinion essay for students to complete during class.
Students may use small group newspaper articles.
	
	Written essay to be numerically scored.




Resources:

Classroom textbook.
Photographs of Jacqueline Smith and Ms. Cagle and Display.  Attached.
Photograph of  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.    Teacher choice.
Jacqueline Smith Website:  www.fulfillthedream.net
Jacqueline Smith Address:  Jacqueline Smith, P.O.Box 3482, Memphis, TN  38173-0482
Dictionary source for "legacy" and "gentrification" definition.
National Civil Rights Museum Website:  www.civilrightsmuseum.org
Viewpoint-The Memphis Commercial Appeal,  April 2, 2018.  Attached.
Highlighters.
Individual Student Copies of Articles Selected by Teacher Listed Below.
Wikipedia Newspaper Articles:
1. "Eviction Empties Motel Where Dr. King Died". The New York Times. March 3, 1988. 
2. "Walter Bailey, Lorraine Motel Owner, 73". The New York Times. July 7, 1988. 
3. "National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis Reopening". The New York Times. Associated Press. March 31, 2014. Retrieved March 31, 2014. 
4. "We Are Prepared to Die: The Freedom Rides 1961". National Civil Rights Museum. 
5. "A One-Woman Protest at the Lorraine Motel". Washington Post. May 16, 2014. 
6. Parrish, Geov (February 14, 2001). "The Longest Sit (February 14, 2001)". Eatthestate.org. Archived from the original on June 9, 2007. Retrieved May 5, 2010. 
7. Dean, Terry. "Side Trip – Jacqueline Smith's personal, and private, crusade". Austinweeklynews.com. Retrieved May 5, 2010. 
8. Jordan, Mark (April 2, 1998). "News Feature". The Memphis Flyer. Retrieved May 5, 2010. 
9. Chambers, Douglas B. (October–November 1999). "This Dreamer Cometh: The National Civil Rights Museum". American Visions. 14 (5): 40. Retrieved May 5, 2010 – via ebscohost.com. 
10. Cornish, Audie (December 16, 2007). "Mission of National Civil Rights Museum Questioned". NPR. Retrieved February 13, 2015. 
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Jacqueline Smith and Ms. Cagle
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‘How we dishonor
Dr. King’s life, legacy
_ As Memphis marks 50 years since Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr. died, we should ask ourselves what’s changed
and how many of his dreams remains unfulfilled.

If you're privileged, you'll have seen plenty of changes*

over the past 50 years in the South Main Street area: wine
» ByT0S, restaurants and plush apartments.

g.r If you're lowly paid or down on your luck, you'll have

’&'een plenty of changes, too, but not all good. Unrealistic

":Eent rises, demolition of your homes and devastation of

’?our local community. In fact, you might have been

:liprooted and moved to another part of the city.

“«w’ We know Dr. King came to Memphis in April 1968 to

,{upport the sanitation workers, so I think it’s fair to say

’ﬁlat Dr. King would be bitterly disappointed to see that

ﬁothmg” s changed for the disadvantaged and underpnw—

K of our community.

a'" We've seen the Lorraine Motel experience a roller-
ter of change over the past 50 years. It was purposely
ected and starved of investment during the 1970’s

= d 1980’s. Then, tens of millions of dollars were spent

*gxeatmg the National Civil Rights Museum. More mil-

hons were spent restoring the James Earl Ray rooming
“house into what they call the Legacy Building.

. This huge financial investment was not coincidental,

“#t was a cynically planned program of gentrification for

the area, offering the land-grabbers massive financial re-

~wards. The Lorraine demonstrates the best and worst of
t Memphis can offer.

The best because it could so eas:dy be a living testa-

%ent to the spirit and teachings of Dr. King, continuing

is unfinished work by offering support for the homeless
and disadvantaged, health care and help for the old and
infirm, job training and development to increase self-
worth and self-esteem while reducing unemployment.
These are the issues that mattered to Dr. King 50 years
ago and they still should matter today.

: The worst because it’s such a missed opportunity for
Memphis. There are several civil rights museums
throughout the country and Memphis should have its
own. Museums are quite rightly focused on looking back,
but Dr. King was a great advocate of pushing ahead to

- make things better. .

" “Whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward,”
-.Dr. King said. Let’s relocate the museum within Mem-
(phls along with its Klan hoods, James Eazl Ray rifte, and
.other negative memorabilia and turn the Lorraine into an.
gstabhshment that Dr. King and Memphis can be rightly
proud of and where visitors can experience his dream in
action.

:.,: Let’s be honest. We don’t need black-tie functions,

‘limousines and ball gowns at the Lorraine. We need to

. demonstrate that we can live up to Dr. King's memory.

.. That's why I have protested continually for over 30

q:yeam outside the Lorraine. I was evicted as the last ten-
_ant of the Lorraine Motel in early 1988. I made a decision
there and then that the Lorraine should be abeacon to the
- highest standards of selflessness, and thatIwould doall
gan do to make the Lorraine a lasting testament to the
aspirations of Dr. King.

... Here we are 50 years on. So much has changed and so
httle has changed. I truly believe it's about time that we
swept negativity aside and took pride in creating a living
mmple of what Dr. King stood for.

Jacqueline Smith has been encamped in protest on the

Lmdewalk across from the Lorraine Motel since she was

mded in March 1988.

Thls March 1988 photo shows shenff‘s deputies
- carrying Jacqueline Smith out of the Lorraine Motel.
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_TODAY’S BIBLE VERSE

-,- Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill
~made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged

places a plain. Isaiah 40:4
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By Williain Green
USA TODAY

A longtime resident of the
~Memphis motel where Rev.
-Martin Luther King Jr. was
{slain said Wednesday she’ll
- defy an order to move — even
- though it’s slated to become a

civil rights museum. _

Jacqueline Smith, who

now has no phone or heat, has
lived at the Lorraine Motel
since her teens. She says she

~ won’t go willingly. Other ten-

ants moved out Monday.
“Dr. King would have want-
. ed me to stay here. He said he
- didn’t want anly memorial, that
he wanted to help the poor,”
Smith said. “That's what he

Graves:

- Woman won’t vacate motel
‘where Rev. King was slain

died doing.”

Says state off1c1al Jim
“It is now™4a state-
owned piece of property, and
she has no right to be there.”

The decaying motel attracts
thousands to King’s room and
the balcony where he was fa-
tally shot April 4, 1968.

Smith shows them around.

Coretta Scott King, who op-
erates an Atlanta center in her
husband’s name, hasn’t sanc-
tioned the Memphis project. -

D’Army Bailey, of the Lor-
raine Civil Rights Museum
Foundstion, says the project, to
be ccmpleted in 1991, will be a
fitting memorial to King and
will foster better race relations
— as King would have wanted.

Iacqueiine Smith
P.O. Box 3482

z

Memphis, TN 38173-0482

www fulli Hthedream.net





Hit for a King?

Twenty years ago this month
Martin Luther King Jr. was
shot and killed on the
baleony of the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis. Since
then little more than a
maurning wreath has
i1onored the spot where the
civil rights leader last stood.

Now plans are under way to . ~

convert what had become
a seedy lover’s rendezvous
into an $3.8 million civil
rights museum.

¥ary in the city, where
the top draw is the Elvis
Presley mansion, applaud the
series of arabiticus
exhibitions that will permit
visitors to participate in
sound-and-setting
simulations of historic sit-ins,
riots 2nd marches. But some
critics, notably Coretta
Scott King, fear that the
museum wil] emphasize the
violence of the movement
rather thattits peaceful
principles: Says a spokesman

TR

“who fired at King from a

for King’s widow: “It

is her concern that the focus
should be on his life rather
than his death.”

The project’s most
controversial feature is a
laser beam display that will
trace the path of the bullet of
assassin James Earl Ray,

rooming house across

the street from the Lorraine.
D’Army Bailey, a Memphis
attorney who conceived:

the museum, defends the N
laser demonstration: “It is'an_
artistic light sculpture,” he #
says. “It may be garish, but
what happened was

pretty garish.”

Jacqueline Smith, . who
managed the motel’s front
desk for 15 years and
gave informal tours of
King’s now shubby room,
says, “This museum is
not the way Memphis should
remember him. It’s nothing
but a circus freak show.”

she

) AP
FORCED O, Jacyueline Smith is carried out of the Lorraine

Mote! in Memphis

by siwniffs denitiee nar Weadrdnaara,

M Lone Lorraine Protestor:
in Memphis where Dr. Martin
motel resident Jac
to build an $8.8
lived at the motel for a
motel since Jan. 11 whe

stays.

/T heima Balfour
Spgcial for USA TODAY
MEMPHIS — Jacqueline
Smith — carried sobbing from
tife Lorraine Motel on Wednes-
day — vows to press on with
her quixotic two-month fight.

L Sitting in a straight-back
“Chair on the sidewalk amid her

nsoaked belongings, Smith
said she'd sue the siate to pre-
vent:irenovation of the mote!
wher& Rev. Martin Luther
King J1g was slain.

“I ha¥e no place to go,” said
Smithzswho lived at the Lor
raine for i1 years,

Tennessee wants to szend,

$8.2 million to remake the mo-
tel imp a civil righrs museum.

On the balcony
Luther King,
uzline Smith,

illion civil rights
decade and has been the lone resid
n the state served notice to vacate, a
er-residents moved. Though the state_has offered her anoth

of the Lorraine—z—-l\z
Jr., was shot in 1968, |

stands in protest to the city’s ]

museum on the site. Ms.

- Woman evicted fl‘()ll.l-
| site of King slaying

as housing for the homeless.
“This is wrong. You people
are making a mistake,” Smith
yelled as she was put out of her
room and onto the street.

When deputies arrived to

evict her, Smith refused to
open her door. Police pleaded
with her to leave on her own.

“We're just doing our job,”
shouted Shelby County sheriff
aide Randy Wade as deputies
forced open the door.

Other tenants left under a

Smith
ent of
nd all -

er ho

state order Jan. 11. The state -

built a 6-foot-high, chain-link
fence around the motel.

Smith stayed, even after the
electricity and phone were dis-
connected. Friends delivered
meais, and she cooked canc of






